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CUnfo the right novbie 
Xwtlliam Barques of No2ths 
hamton,Earle of Eller x love 
Par,your aſſured lotpng fred 
Fraunces Briant kmghtr,one 

of the kynges moit honoza- 

ble pzeup Chamber, deſt- 
reth toyou perpctiall 
health and honoz, 


boke called in the Frenche lan- 
guage Mefprite dela caurt, er 
lalovage de lavie ruſtique, wht: 
che ts to ſaye tin Englithe, the 
Dilptaile ofthe Cotzrte . # the 


laude of the ruſtical life, And 
- © whenJdematided of you what 
/bokeit was, after your accuz- 


F- :after that had in part 


. ſtomed gentlenes,you were c0- 
"Jan t;zatJ ſhould foz þ tyme 
baue it,and loke on it, and (0 


ouecrlene it, Þ do 2 you J 
oke great plealure therin,and 

og without good reaſon, foz- 

liche as the matter was not 
onelp pleaſaunt and fruittull, 
but thilo full in eucry where ot 
olde-auncient and wyſe 
ſaipngtg.-of the no dno- 
table Philoſdphers 2x c GG. 
And at our nexte metyng to 
ther, partly at your requ J 
p2omiled to turne theſame out 
of Frenche into our maternall 
tong, whiche you right wel ac= 
cepted, And (lo at conuenient 
layfure 


The piekace. 

layſure (as ye may ſee) Jhaue * 
finiſhed thelame, pzaiyng your , 
good lozdlhip to take imp poze. » 
laboz in gre,p not only in ſuche } 
a trifle as this is, but in any 
thyng els that Þ may do on 
ſerutice and pleaſure tn, ye thaſ\ 
fynde me as mooſt dIeupel 
yer p2elt and redy afwecl foz the 
great goodnesſhewedvnto me 
by your moolk wile father d{t- 


ryng his dapes whom T coke 
as a [ſpectat patron : <a, 


| Wlperte _ 


ſter;y1p 
tous lady the Nine 


J thynke > coxtumate to em- 


and 


ooze engynto that þ 
02 fo your good 


opt 


[25h only ſhould ſeine AC= 
2 agreable. Ss lt- 

boke then, letteitcomeinto _ 
a.lit, light 


& 


"light 
* And in fuche wyſle that if that 
* pe thynke £ haue crrcd in the 
*, tranflacton, not to tmpute it to 

bee ſo dooen fo: lacke of good 


* 
— - —— 


The pheface, 
bnder pour p2oteccion. 


vyll and loupng heart that J 
{ owe vnto you, bit foz lacke of 


knowlage of the ſtones, which 
p:ofefle is hard fo2 to vn 
derſtand fo2 one of no greattcr 
litterature then 'Þ paofeſſe 'me 
tobe. Thus atmeghtie God 
ſende you well to fare, and to 
pzoſpezgemHhono? ingq2et inoze 
to þ cotfvitc otfal yourfrendes;- 
and me;that to my poWer ye 
nay aſſttredly nomber me 
among that ſozte, 
To 


Lotir right reuerende 
ai worthy Pzelate mp lozpe 
X21illyam de Pat biſhop of 
Clcremoſite,Antonp Alay: 


gre ſendecth gretyng, 


TS1T 15 not manp.., 
© {oatcs paſt ſithfs / 
g 


ke j DePng mor 


AN 2 a tyme ( 
EL Wh noob 102d) into 03 
village, and there takyng the 
commoditte and pleaſure ofthe 
fayze ſwete, fieldes , a certaine 
ene of myne ſent brito me a 

workein the Caſtilian tong of 
the lozde Antony of Gucuera 
p of Yondouent,x Chzos 
2 er of the Emperour:im rea» 
dy whereof J founde great 

ealurc and pzofite. The title 
ofthe boke is the Dſpzatipng 
ofthe Court,and the Pzaiſe of - | 


The anctour. 


the life ruſticall, dedicate vnto 
the kyng of Pozxtingal inſuche 
ſozt,that the better to kepe and 


to hold the wile ſentence x erty» 
dicions therin coteined, J em- 
ployed certaince houres after 


- fuppecrto traflate theſame into 


Frenche, not thinkpng among 
mine other ſimple wozkes euer 
toputit abzode, but after that 
Jhad comunicat þ ſame with 
ſorne of mp frendes that Haue 
knowledge of the Dpaniſhe 
tong, to leaue it in a comer to 
make it mcate fo2 Rattes and 
Miſe, Now fot tructh,the firſt 
cxempler was ſo cutl deutded, 
and the leaues ſo out of o2der 
that J gane toþDcrt- 
uener that was1 netgh- 
bour to copye them , who 
ſhould ſay to wnte it wy 


iche ſo cul went 
gy by 1g by ignozace 
he could ue Þ ouginall, 

” foz to gette a litle 5.4 he 
ſolde where his pleaſurc was Þ 
copies ſo bncumly let together 
that Þ was ſozy and repentant 
that euer Þ conſumed the tyme * 
to triflate 1t,till atthe laſtinos- 
ued by the perſuaſto of Innas 
Regyn Uicar generall, and by 
Peter Ciſter pour aduocate,by 
them twaine my great frendes, 
thought it better to pzclente 
to the eyes ofall mcenthis eu1l 
tranflated,then to (uffre lenger 
thoſe euil eremplers ( ſocozrup- 
ted to my blame in Þ hadcs of 
thoſe that haue no right tudac®: 
ment, to know from whom the 
faute came: wherfoze my good 
lozde, Vnder pour pzudent fa- - 
| a.v, U02 


ino2der,th 
about it, 


* 1:arned men, ſeaſy not to with- 


The auctour. 
£102 4co2reccton{ do adueture 
hcretn mp name and fame ac- 
cordyng to mp knowlege, tru= 
ſipng alſuredly that your only 
nainec ſhal ſuffiſe to vanquiſhe 
aud [ct aſide this launder, the 
whiche launder as cnemte to 


d:2w thole that haue good wil 
a1d inmnde to indie: J lay this 
that as me lcineth it is well 
wozthte that wotke of the wyle 
b:ihop of Dpapue be p2clcted 
to hts Kimblable oz ſupcrto2 tn 
lcarnyngitt Fraunce,o2 rather 
abouc him in knowlege & vers 
tous maners, {| will adde to 
tothis,that the graue lenteces 
X perſuaſion to vcrtuous life 
contctued in this boke delerue 
to be ofired to you that are ac- 
cuftonicd to vie theafter ſuche 


ſozte 


The auctour. 


ſo:te Þ euery man hauc plaine 
opinton of pou that ye arc ſent 


of God to be p2otectoz and pa*. 


tron of vertiie, troubled x diſ- 
piſed, Therfoze(my ſinguler 
g90d lozde, as one of Þ chiefe(t 
of the beſt ſozte) Þ dedicate to 
you thts iny litle laboure.not 
that I thinke if wozthy to cunt 
into your handes, blit fog to be 
a and bes witncs that Þ do 
owe vnto you inp lerutce with 
all reucrece,to the whiche moſt 

humbly I reconimeade me, 
From your cytie of Clere- 
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the Courtier, and a comenda= 
cion of the life of the huſbandman, compo- 
ſed in the Caſtilian toungue by the reuered 


father in God the 103d Fntonp of Gueuera 
biſhop of Bondoucrnt and Clzonicier 


to 
the Emperour Charles. #nd out of La- 


t:!tan dzawen into Frenche by Into- 
ny , and now out of the 


| bze. 
The firſt Chapiter, 


C Ot certaime courticrs whiche 
ought to complaine of none, 
but of them ſeclues. 


JW 

BSDony had oucr- 
mBrrunne the Athe- 
— © nience,on a tyme 
he bepng at ſupper amonges 
certaine of hts an 


% 


The Lourtlers life , 
aſked theim whiche was the 
greatteſt thyng in the wozlde? 
One of them an{wered. that to 
his thinking tit was the water, 
becauſe there was moe of that 
onely then of any other thyng 
vbnder the lkye. Inother ſayd 
it was the Dunne, leyng his 
only bughtnes docth ſuffiſc to 
eue light to the pearth, to the 
rres,and to the water. Anoz 
ther layd it was the great Hill 
Olpmpe, whole hergth paſſeth 
the cloudes - Another ſayd if 
was the moſt renoumed gyant 
Ithlas,on whole ſepulcre was 
butlded the feareful mountain 
Ecthna, IYnother ſayd it was 
—_ tire _ 
much p2atled # a Sd 

ſo muche bewailed 


—_— - o - 
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Lam we 
Citles made warre am we 


_ IDCpiaiſeof 
felts fo2 þ reconery of his bo# 
nes.to kepe them as a reltke, 
Thelaſt # moſt wile Phtloſoz 
phcr ſayd, that nothing in this 
to21d ought to be calledgreat, 
but that heart whiche eſtemcth 
no great thinges. © high and 
noble (ctence,lince that by that 
it 1s geuen vs to vnderſtande, 
that as touchyng the riches 
honot of this wozlde,moze tis 
glozye of him that ſettes Itght 
by theim.then he that hath the 
the caſt fo2 to get theim. Tirus 
Liuus pztleth and neucr cealz 
(cth to pzatle, the good conſull 
Marcus Curws tn the houſe of 
whom,came Ainbaſſadaurs of 
the Dannytes foz to recoucr 
c:ttaine landes that he hadof 
theirs, offcryng to him foa the 
ſame plentic of golde # _—_— 
is £ 


The Lourtters [{fe . 

He hauyng in his hand certatri 
herbes to put tn his pot £02 his 
diner, anſwered thei is 
ſozt, ye ſhuld hae offered this 
inonep tothe Capitaines that 
diſdaines to d2efſe their owne 
diners.and not to me that d 
reth; no greater riches thet 
be lozde oner their lozdes. * 
Deſerued not moze pzatle this 
Marcus Curizss 11 (ettpng light 

e talentes of golde of the 
annytes, then the Conſall 
Lucullus foz robbyng thetm of 
Spartcs: Deſcrued not mo2e 
lozte the wile Crates foz the 
riches that he caft into ſea,then 
thekyng Nabugodonoler foz 
the treature that He robbed fro 
the Temples: To pour tudge- 
ment, did not they of the Jlles 


s Barlares deleruc inozeho- 
fjoz 


"q 
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3 Dilp)aike of 

tio2,2greyng not to hateamog 
theim netther golde noz liluer, 
then the couctous Grekes that 
toke by foce # pilled$ mpnes 
of Spayne : AV0as not moze 
greater the heart of the good 
Emperour Auguſtus in ſetting 
ltght the Empire, then of his 
vbncle luliusCxfar that did take 
poſſeſſive Jt ts nedeful to hate 
wyſedome, experience to 02der 
{t,cunnpng to ſet it furth,* foz- 
tune tobzyng it to good ende; 
but to bpholde it and kepett, 
had nede of gteat trength,and 
fo: to diſp2aile it,a good Heart, 
becauſe that which is ſent with 
the eycs 1s mo2e eller to dil. 
p2atle, then that thyng whi 
wehaue already tin our . 
It hath been ſcen that niany 


noble men d fo lo 
oble hath ha —_ 


The Lourfters life. 


muche at thcir deſires chat thet 
hauecnterpulcd a thingalmoſt 
impoſſible to attaine, þ whiche 
after foz lacke of good diſcre- 
Cion wer not able to kepeit. 
$0herby it 1s to be bndcrſtade 
that the greatnes of the heart 
docth not colilt ſoinuche tn ob- 
fernyng the thing that we de- 
ſire to haue,as 1t1S to lct light, 
& Conteninethat that one loucs 
beſt, Apolcnius Tlyaneus, dtd 
he not dtipiſe Hts owne p2oper 
countrey # trauatilcd thozow- 
out all Aſia fozto goto leethe 
PhtlcſopherHyarchus in Pnde? 
Ariſtotle leauyng the famtlia=z 
ritic he had withAlexander;re- 
turned to his owneHohtle 
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3 Diſpzaiſe of 
fo: to folowe him inÞ warres, 


The PhilofopherAnatil'us re- 
fuled thze times þ putncipalitie 
of Ithenes. faiyng:he had ras 
ther be ſeruaut to p good, then 
a cChalliter of the eutl . Cecilius 
Merellus a baltaunt capitaine 
Koman,netther would accepte 
the cltate of Dictatoz that to 
him was geuen , noz þ office of 
Conſult that to him was offe- 
red ; [atyng.that he would cate 
in relt, that whiche with great 
trauail he had gotten in Þ war, 
Themperour Dyoclecian (as 
it 15 manifef}) fozioke with his 
free wyll the Empire, foz no 0- 
ther cauſe, but to fle the bzute 
ofthe comon ſpcche,and toliue 
in teſt at home. 20 is he 
to be p2ailcd that hath p harte 
to cate litle foz an Empire 024 
realme 


The Fourtiers lire. 


realme:but yet mozc 1s he wo2- 
thy that can ſette light by him 


ſclfe and not to be goucrned by - 


his owne will : foz there 1s no 
wan tn this wozlde. but that he 
{smmozce inlouec with that hc de- 
ſireth , then with Þ he hath:but 
howe couctcous o2 ambictous 
{ſo euer any mi be, if he trauail 
r.dates fo2 that which he hath. 
he will beſtowe an hundzeth to 
obtain that whiche he deſireth, 
becauſe that we do not beſtow 
our laboz as we ſhuld , but we 
ſtowe tt after our delires, Ff 
we do trauaile, if we be trou- 
bled, if we cannot flepe,it is not | 
fo2 necellitte, but foz to ſatiſfie 
our wil and appetite. And that. 
is wozlt of all. we not conten- 
tyng our lelfes w that we can: 
do p2ocire to can that that 
b.it. we 


I Diſpzaiſe of 
te deſire, © how many haue 
we lecn in the court of punces, 
to whom it Had becn better fox 
them that thet had been no l02- 
des of their wilt, xleſle of thetr 
deſires , becauſe ſpthens they 
dtd that they might # deſired, 
begon to do thatthei ought nok 
to do? Tt the man Þ offedes vs 
ought to alke pardon, let eyery 
ma aſk? pardon to htmſelt be- 
fozc any other, for in imp life Þ 
foundneuer none Þhurte me lo 
muche as my lclf, | haue becn 
only the pzocurer of mine own 
hurt - Who made me fall into 
p2ydc,but mine only p!clump- 
ſton and fondnes: At ho durlie 
haue puioned mp fozowfull 
heart with enupe. but lacke of 
naturall goucrnement e who 
durſt haue inflamed myne 1n- 

wardes 


<_— 


The LCourtſers life. 

wardes with the fyer of pre, if 
it had not been imy great tinpa- 
ciencee what 1s the cauſe Þ am 
"ſogreata gurmander.but that 
my bzuingyng vp was to velt- 
cate? what is the cauſe Þ haue 
not departed with my goodes 
to the pooze and nedye, but the 
exceſſiue loue # had to my r1- 
<hes:whogaue leue to my fleſh 
to riſe againlk my foliſh dcſire, 
if my heart had not been fixed 
in voluptuous plealures : © 
my ſoule, of all this domage x 
open faultes, to whom do you 
lay Þ blame.but to myne owne 
ſenſualitiezGreat folly it 1s, Þ 
thefe beyng within the Houſe.to 
(cke fo2 hum without:cuen ſo tt 
ts with vs a manifeſt faulte of 
expericce, when ſcyngin vs the 
blame, and yet charge another 
b.ut. with 


JI Diſpzaile of 

with the occaſion : by this we 
ought to perceive that we ſhall 
neuer ceale to complaine vntil 
the tyme we begyn to amende, 
Oh.howe often # many tymes 
hath vertue fought with the 
botome of our colciences, whiz 
che ftirred vs to be good, and 
our (cnſualitie reliſted, whiche 
is vac frowardnes, by the 
which battail folowed a darke 
coruptetudgement:but to c6- 
clude, we of oure (clues as of 
our ſclues are very miſerable; 
The Poete Outd reherleth the 
louyng Phtlis the Rod1tan £6: 
plainyng of her ſelfe # ſayeth: 
Oh Demophon, if Þ had not 
beſtowed tyme to loue the,and 
ſiluer, and (Hippes, fo therpe- 
dtcto of thy voiage, thou durſk 


not well to haue gone,no2 7 to 
haue 


THeLourtiers lif: 


haue bewatled thy departpng. 
in ſuche wife that with mp own 
wepons was iny bodpe woun - 
ded. Jf webeleue Joſcphus 1 
that he did wzytc of Vary ina, x 
Homer, in that he layd of Be- 
lene. Plutarch in that he ſpake 
of Cleopatra, Uirgil of þ quene 
Dydo, Theophraſt of Pollyſenc, 
Zantippe of Cammilla, Ailena- 
rius of Clodia: Nl theſe ladies x 
excellent pzinces neuer founde 
them ſelfesſo decctued by their 
louers as thet wer by bclewing 
their owne p2opcr cotiſels, and 
lightly conſcnting to the ſame. 

JFf to Suerone, Zantippe and 
Pl utarch wc will geue credite x 
beleue thoſe thynges that they 
declare of Pompe, Pyzthus, 
Dannpball,x the Conſull Ma- 
rius, of the Dictato2 Czar, of 
WarkeAntony +4 many others 
but, we 


i 


LS 


F Ofcpraile of 
we ſhall findc they blamed not 
foztune lo muche to be vaqut- 
ſhed by others.as in their pzo« 
ſperitie they wer rulcd by thcir 
owne adutle and counſelles. 

Jt is truc,that often tymes the 
opinton of our kinne a frendes 
maketh vs to enter into buſps 
nes out of the wape of reaſon, 
not caryng but fo2 a foliſhe a- 
uauncement of goodes and rt- 
ches. Ind at the ende when by 
their ſettpng forth one hath en- 
terp2iſed a certaine bulpnes of 
iinpottaunce whiche docth res 
quire ayd and helpe,thoſc ſame 
be the laſte that ſheweth theun 
ſciues helping frcndes: whiche 
ts Þ occaſton many tymes that 
men cauot returne fro enterp2 
ſyng luche thinges as ncathcr 
(hall growe to ther honoz no2 
"pokite 


The Fourticrs life, 


ptofite, Many men ſay that 
they haue enemies, recountyng 


them often without findyng 
niuber: Although it be true tf it 
be well noted, that none haue 
oftener 02 agreatcr enemy then 
him (elf, Ind the moſt greateſt [ 
daunger that 7 ſce.ts that vn- | 
der the ſhadowe to.pzcferre 
make better my ſelfe. mp ſelie | 
is the cauſe of mp deſtruccton. | 
The Phtlolopher Neotidas on 
a tyme beyng alked which was 
the beſte counſell that a manne 
night take ? He anſwered, the 
countſell of others with the diſ- 
pzaiſpng of his owne:; and he 
ſheweth the cauſe, fo2 that thc 
ro2rupcion of ma 1s ſuche;that 
often he ſcarchcth in-him felt- 
with great pain.that whichen-:-- - 
the head of another,he fyndeth - + 
b.v, with 


23 Dilpzaile of 

W great eaſe: then it foloweth, 
thatin the beſt tynic of our life 
our owne life decetteth vs, the 
cul cometh turthon eucry fide. 
heup thoughtes ouertaketh vs 
our frendes lcaucth vs , pcrſe- 
cuto2s touentethvs. troubles 
maketh an ende of Vs.and ams 
bicton burieth vs. {fk we be- 
holde this thyng : what we be: 
wherot we be:and whertoze we 
bc, we ſhall fynde that our be- 
ginnyng ts obltuton, Sur mid- 
dic age trauail, the cnde lozow, 
and altogether an open crrour; 
Then le how heuy 1s the cour- 
ticrs lite, as allo how daunge- 
rous the wayc1s, where as bce 
ſtoones to ſtumble at, mycr to 
ſtickc falt in.yſe for to falle on, 
pathe wayes fo2 to loſe htm 4n, 
water fo2 to paſle wet 

cs 


The £Fourticrs (fe, 


fes foz to be afrayde on, great 
affaires and buſpnes co do, ſo 
that harde it 1s fo2 any to goe 
there as they would, and moze 
harder to artue there as thep 
deſire . All thele thynges haue 
we ſayd, to the entent that the 
Courtiers may bnderſtad that 
neither Þ no: they can choſe þ 
good waye and leaue the cull, 
voide that that hurtes vs, and 
conſerue that whiche p2ofiteth 
vs, folowe reaſon and plucke 
awaye the occaſion : but if by 
chaiſe ſome good fall to vs, 
we thanke foztune, and if 
eutl come to vs, then 
we do put the fault 


in her, 
The 


. 


2 Dilpatfe of 
The.11.Chapiter 


C Bow tyar none ought to counſel 
anothcr to go to the court noz when 
be 1s thcre to come from ir, bur 
cuery maa ro chole the life 
that beſt be tkerth, 


AJ []161ſtarch the great Phi 
lolophcr of -Thcban, 
w+-(apd that tyine and ma 
wasſo diucrs.thathard it was 
fo! the moſt wiſeſt to chuſe that 
to them was good,aud to kepe 
thein from that to them 1s cuil. 
There 1s nothing moze true, 
fo: wc fee dayly; with thelame 
that one ts healed,another fa]- 
Icth (tcke : with that that one 
warcth better, another wareth 
wo:le;:. with that that one 1s a- 
- mended, another is put doune: 
- andto co':clude, with that litle 
thing that one 1s cotent withal 
another 1s in diſpaire. The ler=- 
netAlchymus was bp hisMce 
| COCnas 


The Coartfers (fe, 

c&enas kyng Demetrius, aſked 
wherein ſpectally did confiit Þ 
greateſt crauail of the wozldez 
De anlwered.there is few thin= 
ges but m them there ts either 
crauail oz (uſpicton, but aboue 
all the mooſte exccſtue trauail 
that a man may haue.is neuer 


to be ſatiſfied : And that this 


is true, we perceive that when 


a litle thing cotenteth vs, how 
Iytle (ocucr it be, we make if 


our paradice with þ reſt of our 
life : whiche ſeldonicchaunleth 
to fewe me, becauſe that ltupng 
as we ltue.not beyng cotented, 


you to bea_kyng, a punce, a 
maht,a marted man. a teligt- 


would aſſaic 4 knowe 1fit wer 


ous 02 a marchaunt,a labozer, 


a (hepeherd , oz of ſome other 
elkate, Ind at the ende, when al-- + 


+ © 4 


2 Dilpzaiſe of 


{s p2ouecd, it (hall be Hardeto 
fynne where we would ret, ſo 
vnconſtzuntis the lightnes of 
menne.The wile determtneth þ 
to cho{e the beſt ts the meane. 
I ſimple creature 1s hightly 
contentcd with a ſmall thyng, 
biit he that Hath a great harte, 
thinkes that pouertte is a gre- 
uous life, lItke as they that be 
of high eſtate fearep fall of foz- 
tune. Plato was inhis yong 
peres very wo2ldeby,as he that 
had ſene muche , aſwell in the 
warres as in offices, in whiche 
he was vicd,and allo 11 handy 
craftes, Ona tyme it was al- 
kcd 91m wherin he had founde 
molt quictnes and reſt:Ye an- 
{wercd there ts no eſtate of life 
trhcrtn 1s not mutablilitte, ther 
is no honoz where ts perill, no 
_ riches 


The Fourtſers life . 

$8 where 1s no trauail, ng 
Plperitte but it endcth,no2 alſo 
pleaſurc but farleth : but when. 
\Allts ſayd, Þ ncuer foinde ſo 
/mUCche quietnes of imynde, as 
ſince left myne offices in Ct- 
tics, withdzawyng me to'my 
bokes:\ignifiyng,that as long 
as we liue ſctuauntes of the 
worlde.,we deſire all , we p2oue 
all,.we p2ocurc al.thcn al thin: 
gcs well ſene x taſted.all thin- 
ges do anoye vs : the greatclt 
parte of otir dilquietnes com- 
mcth Hercof. that the aboun- 
daunce we havye,lemeth to vs 
Iytle,and the lytle of others, ſc 
meth to vs muche. Ae laye 
that our wealth 1s trauail,and 
that the cutl happe of others 1s 
reſt; we condemne othcrs actes 
and we allowe our owne : we 
watche 


yes content, 4 we alone nedp? 


JI Dilpzaiſeof 

watche to gette ſomewhat,and 
ſodenly we flepe to leſe tt a- 
gain:we tmmagyn that al men 


And yet the wozlt 1s, we beleue 
that that wc dzeame , and put 
not our truſt in that that we ſe 
befoze our ipen, Xohat wape 
one ought to folowe oz what e- 
ſtate he ought to choſe, none 
can well knowe noz counlell, 
becauſc Þ thyng 1s ſo troubles 
ſome and without goodtudges 
ment,by whiche many ts dccet-= 
ucd : Fttheſailyng on the ſea 
be daungerous, lo 1s the wal 
king on the pearth troublcous, 

As touchyng our life. we lee 
that he that is whole, datly tal- 
icth (icke, the icke dyeth.lome 
other ſcapeth deadly daſigers, 
and .ome others Iyngecrs io2ty 
fo 


1 


The Courticrs life. 


to death.As touching the waf- 
faryng men,allone conmeth he 
.to his itodgyng that gocth foft- 
1y,as he that gocth haſteiy and 
lofſeth hts wap . He that is in 
fauoz, ltupng in Nothytull refte, 
had as muchenccbe of vphol- 
dyng , as he that continually 
{weates in trauail . Therfoze 
FJ conclude , thar' there 1s'noz 
thing tn this wozlde fo certain, 
as that all thynges 1s vncers 
taine, 
Then let vs returne to that 
welpake of: Jt1s ſapd that tt 
is (eatefull,to countell any ta 
marcry.to tudp,to go toÞ war, 
o2 to take bvpon htm any other 
thing.then that Hets called to; 
becauſe it this caſe none ts [0 
apte to recetue,Þ to htm is fapy 
ashels to recetue that whiche 
Cl. be 


dl. rc. act coun. ttt. aw. 


I Dilpzaſſe of 
he is naturally inclytied fo, 
Plutarche greatly p2aifcth in 
bis boke of the comon welth,p 
good Philoſopher Plato (and 
not without cauſe) fo He vied 
a great policy, which was that 
there was no pong man centred 
into his ſchoole , but; firſt he 
would p2oue hum whether he 
was cncitned to lcrnyng 02No, 
fo that thoſe that he thought 
not aptc to ſtudp, he (cnt thett 
backe, cauſyng the to vie their 
lives in fcomon welth Alcib ia 
des theGreke ma be a (uffictent 
wytneſſe vnto you, whiche al- 
though he was pong btotght 
to the {choole, and taught of a 
diſcrete matſter.yct notwithſta 
ding his inchnacto was ſuche, 
that he pzofeſſed himſelf wholy 
to the warres, To him thats 

bozne 


The Loureſcrs life, 
bone to weare a ſwerde by his 
fide, it femeth bim yl co «ti G 
typpet about his necke,and he 
that loueth to kepe lepc .the 
court is nothyng titte foz him, 
To her that delireth mariage, 
it is hardeto kepcher chaſt:He 
that loucth to be a barber, why 
Gould he be made a Paynter, 
To coiiſel our frend tolearne a 
crafte foz to liue by, is but wel 
done:but eſpecially to appoint 
m what crafte He ought to 
erne,that methynketh wozthy 
to be rep2oued; which bzought 
the lawes of the Lacedemont- 
ans, the Lacedemonians com- 
maundyng to the fathers vpon 
great paynes.to putte none of 
thetr chyldzen to no crafte, till 
thep were, xtitt. yeres of age ta 
lee Ae in the age ofdiſcrecion 

)-C C.lt, what 


 fttanlpto dye, 
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 B Dilpyaile of 
what thetr nature was cncli# 
ncd to, Let vs leaue this long 
communicalion, and ſpeake of 
that we ought to aduertile the 
redar of:to collſell any to Icaug 


the court,fuche corifel Þ thinke 
not beſt to geue, noz-yet wile- 


l 


dome foz other to take; ſepn 
that there 1s doubteto counſle 


- any in that they ought to do: 


Howbeit mpne adutcets, that 
the ſage perſons chole toliue 
in a quiet ſtate, and to dwell in 
ſuche a place.that he may leade 
a life without rep2oche, 4 chu- 
Oftentymes 
men do remoue from one coti- 
trey to another,from one toune 
to another, from one ſtrete, fro 
one houle, from one companye 
to another : but to coniclude, if 
that he had peine tnthe one, he 

| doeth 


The £ourtlers life. 


docth coplainc Himſelf vtterly 
of the wzonges of the others: 
And this 1s the reaſon, becauſe 
helayeth þ faulte to the nature 
of the countrcy, which nothing 
els 1s but hisowne cul nature, 
Wohat mote ſhal we ſay,but in 
Courtes, in cytics,imn villages, 
and in other places, ts [cc11 the 
bertuous and the diſcrete co2- 
rected,and the victous not bla 
med. The wicked with their 
wickednes lercheth by all mca - 
nes to make themlclues worſe. 
Andlikwiſe doth topvcrtuous 
with thetr vertucs.make them 
ſclfes better in what ſtate (oe- 
uerhe be called. Is fox the p2e- 
lates, thcrets no charge 11 the 
Churche ſo daungerous but 
that a good conſcience can a- 
yoyde it, but a weake oz co2* 
rupt colctence may ſone be caſt 
C.Ut. awap 


FI Difpzaife of 
awape : Like as the wilde roſe 
from whence the Bee fetcheth 
hcr honp, and likewiſe Þ Dpts- 
dcrher poylo. The pzunce may 
do his dcu02 doyng iultice and 
not vſpng tyzanny . The man 
ofarmes goyng to the warre X 
not hurttyng the pooze people, 
(The religious may be contems 
platiue im their cloyſter with- 
out grudgyng. The marted 
man may ltue well tm his houſe 
Wout aduoutry. The riche ma 
gcueth his goodes fo2 Gods 
ſake without vlury.Thelaboz 
ret in wozkyng.the ſhepeherde 
in kepyng his (hepe without 
hurtyng his neighbours, and 
in like cale of others, And to 
p2ouc that it is true by Þ ſcrip- 
ture in theſtate of kynges, Da- 


11d was good, and Tran 
0 


The Coneticrs life. 
to the eſtate of Puicſtes, Ma- 
thias good,# Obnitas naught. 
Of Ptophetes, Daniel good, 
Balain eyil, Of Shepcherdes 
Abcll good. Ybimilech euil, Of 
wpdowes Judithe good, Jeza- 
bell cuil, Ofriche Fob good, 
Naball naught : Lykewtſe of 
the Apoltles, D. Peter good, 
Jad2s was trep2oued . Then 
percetue to what cſtatsſocuer 
a macommeth vnto.be it good 
02 eutl,the eſtate ſheweth not 5 
man,but the inclynacion of the 
pacſon. Jt we ſhould counſcll 
any man toliue in the village, 
he would lape he cannot agree 
with theim of the village, if ye 
wpll counſel him to leaue the 
court.he wtll fap that he hath a 
thouſand buſineſſes to do ther, 


FJfhe be codſailed toſerue an? 
Clift, great 
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JF Dilpzaile of 
greatlozde, he wyll ſap that he 
hath nothing/wherew to tinde 
him: Tf we aduile him to be a 
religious, he wyll ſap thatthe 
cannot rile carly,if to marry he 
wil ſay it wil greve him to here 
his litle child2en cry and wepe, 
to goc to [tudpe it would trou- 
ble h1s bzaine, Jfhe were coli- 
ſa:led to wtthdzawe him to his 
houſe, he would (aye he could 
not liue without company. 

Then p2cluppole that whiche 
is (atd, that none ought to colt= 


(ell any to chole the life he will 


take concernyng his honoz X 
the wealth of his life, becauſe 
atterwarde he wyll moze com- 
latne him,of thc counſell that 
e hathtaken, then the cuil that 
hc hath ſuffered. 


The 


The Courtiers life. 


The.t.Chapiter, 
C Bowe that a LCourtier ought to 
leane the Court foz nor bepugin faz- 
uo:,but bepng out of if,to theen- 
tent of that beyng our of it 
be moze vertuous. 


AN), VbliusMinus ſayth 
U3- 4) in his Annotactos 
3X4 that we ought to 

_C Rl thinke many daics 
on that whiche we entcnd to do 
tn one date. The kyng Deme- 
trius,foonne of Antigonus was 
aſked "—_ of hits capitaines 
named Patroclus, wherefoze he 
gaue not battail tohis cnemye 
Ptolome , (cyng his ſtrength, 
his witt andhis nober of menz 
De anſwered,that a deede ones 
done, 1s harde to call backe a- 
gain, and befoze a man begyn 
a harde _— had ncede 
of longcounſell . Agiſtlausa 
Cv. wyle 


2 Oifpyaile of 

wiſe capitaine of the Lycaon(- 
ens beyng fozced to anſwere $ 
Ambaſſadozs of the Thcbcans 
ſayd:Know not you O Thebez 
ans that to dctermpne a thyng 
of impoztatice, nothyng is me- 
tcr then long tudpe, 

Plutarch doth arcatly p2aiſe 
the life of Sertorctus in that 
he was not raſhe in determi» 
nyng, but graue im centerp2i- 
ſy1g. Suectone ſayeth that 
Themperour Xuguſt was ne- 
ucr haſtye to gette frendes.but 
very Miltgent to kepe the when 
hc had them, Ofthele enſam- 
ples:note what datigicr he fal- 
Icthin.that 1s haſty tn buſſineſs 
ſecs and quicke in counſels. 
None wyl wear a garmentif it 
be not ſowed:noz cate the fruit, 
if it be not rype:noz dzynke the 
wpne 


The Lonrtiers bfe. 
twpne, (fit be not clcre:noz cate 
the fleſh ifit be not d2efſed:noz 
warme. him with wode, if it be 
not dzye:0herkoze then do we 
counſell vs wrth grene cofiſel, 
whiche (oncr (Hall ſmudder vs 
then warme vs. The wile man 
ought to haue befozc his iyen 
a ſober deltberacto in His affat- 
res, fo: tf he thynke onc houre 
of that whiche he would ſay, he 
had nede thinke. x. of that that 
he would dooe : wo2des be but 
wo2des,they map be cozrected, 
but neuer the vncolidered dede 
The fault of this,ts that cuerp 
man tudpecth to fpcake, to dil= 
pute,totudge, but none to liye 
wel, noz yet to dye vertuouſly, 
The graue perſons that wyll 
conſerue their auctozitte may 
not be teſtte oz ſtubburne m 
fuche 


T7 Diſp1aifc of 
ſuch thinges as thep enterprice 
no2 wilfiil in that they taken 
hand.no: fickil m that thet bez 
gyn:fo2 one ofthe greateſt fau- 
tes that a man may haue,is not 
tobe founde true of his wozde, 
and mconſtant in that he hath 
begun. Anoble harte ought to 
fozclee that he 1s charged with 
and if it be tuft and realonable 
ſoner to dye, then not to do tt: 
by the whiche noblc hartcs are 
kiiowen, Feit werea thyng 
harde x4 almooſte tmpoſſtble A- 
chilles to flee Decto A giſelavs 
to otcrcome B2antes:toAlera 
der, Darrius:zto Caſar Popes: 
to Auguſtus, Marcus Antonius? 
to Silla , Wythzidates : to 
Scrpion Hanniball:and to the 
good TrotanDacebalus,theſe 
noble pzinces had worn 

0 


The Lourtters life. 
ſo muche cltemed as they bee, 
but that they vttcred their no- 
ble courage- Then, good ad- 
utce topned with a noblcharte, 
ought to gouerne great enter- 
pules, Thento our purpoſe, 
iny mailtcr the courtier ſayth, 
be wpll leaue the curled life of 
the courf, and go dye at home, 
faipng, Þ toltue in ſuche trou- 
ble 1s a continuall death. © 
how manp # often tyines haue 
I hard theſe faire wo2des.that 
acuer were folowed. excuſyng 
them onely by the defteny of the 
court, in the whiche they were 
faſt glued. When that a cour- 
tier lackes money, that any ma 
docth hun dilfpleaſure, oz that 
he hath loſt his pzoces : God 
knowethhowe many othes he 
maketh that he will fozſake al, 
no 


I Diſpzaiſt of 
tot to lcaue his cutl codicions; 
but becaule that His buſpncs 
goeth backeward: but long hts 
purpoſe laſtcth nor, foz if ous 
courtiter happe to cum to welth 
02 that he be tnhaunced by hts 
prince, ye ſhall ſre his fozmer 
p2omiſes to ware colde,his-wil 
and his dclixe to remaine there 
in ſuche wile Þ ye would tudge 
him to berfaturally bozne ther. 
Fauo: and couetuoulnes giite 
deth the Courtier , fo that one 
groweth with the other, and at 
the ende conuerted fro the mas 
ncr of Chuſttans to courtiers, 
Foz all men knoweth thatthe 
court ts a place wher men inap 
get welth, and ikewpſc þ place 
of inens vndoyng: Webaue 
already recherſed the octaſtons 
why men do withdzawe = 

m. 


” 
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The Lotrtlers life 
'from the court,ſome fo2 [ack of 
mony.ſome fo: poucrtie,oz not 
beyng in fauo, oz fo age, all - 


theſe thyn be of neceſſitie & 
noth free wt noz yet 
p2aiteti fo withd2a- 
weth for the cauſes afoze 
etrueleupng of the 


preows, of the wozlde ts, 
ers f courtter1s po ftrog, 
in fauo;, wuche, #1n helth, then 
with good harte to- leaue the 
courte,to fynde in other places 
honeſt reſt after his degre:this 
is ſayd, to the entente that he 
whiche lcaueth the coutt.ſhuld 
leaueit menily and without re- 
penting, tor feare that after his 
{ozowe 19 palt, he would be a- 
ſhamedto returne to theſame, 


where he may chaunle to haue 
great bulines. The 


IvOiſpzaiſeof 
The p2oude and vnpactent 
inen do many thinges 111 a dap 
whiche Hchad nede to mourne 
fo: all the dates of thetr lic. 

A collozicke Heade 1s nothyng 
mete foz the court. for if he will 
be reuenged of the ſhames.in- 
turics,craſtes, # wonges,that 
in the court he ſhall fynde, let 
hin truſt that he ſhall ſuffre 
mo2e in one houre, then he (hal 
be able to reucnge in ten pere: 
wholocuet leaucth the court let 
him lcaue it fo2 eucrmore ; be- 
cauſe that if he wpll returne to 
it again, #leauc his dwellyng 
in the countrey.hemay be ltkes 
nedto him, þ hatha continual 
Ague:hethat linncs # mendes, 
aid aiter returnes againe to 
{ynnec, that (ynne is m02e gre- 
yous then þ firſt, Tn lykewile 
(0 


The Lourtſers life. 


to leaue the court,and after re« 
turne toit, 1s lo open a faulte 
that it cannot be Hid,excepte ye 
will ſap; he goeth to (ell vertue 
and to bye riches. 
To our purpole.if we ſhuld 
aſke of an aunctent man, what 
bath been the whole courſe of 
his life, and that he wauld an- 
{were vs , he hath enterpuiſed 
muche, wadered, ſpoken, ſear- 
ched, founde and loit.#c. Xoe 
would ſaye thathis life hath 
been a diſleblyng folly. W0hat 
ſhall we (ap then of our tncon- 
.fttant Ccurtiers that dayly do- 
thelame thynges? whiche foz- 
[gettpng themlelfes, foz the 0v- 
/tetnpng of alitle fauour, do a- 
ainſt nature, flatter.+ begge. 


thyng now another; and-with- 


3 Dtlpzalle of 


that Jſpcakenot but of the'vn 
dlicrete Courticrs:that can not 
reiraimethceirappetite with an 
honeit cotentacio: which-thing 
moit chicktlp caulcth many lage 
X diicrete perlons-togelie DUET 
the Courte,becaule to refracue 
the wil of the Heart,19 a-greater 
painc then to.coutent thebody; 
fo2 thebadyets loonc werye of 


[innyng, but the Heart is nelicr 


ſatifficdttdefiryngs One may 
knowe catily the compirccton 
of the bodye, but the mpnde of 
thehcart neucr, and to contens 
tyng {cite fot the Heart at everp 
inftaunt requircth nowe one 


tit a lytic tyme after fozgetteth 
all . © bifſernblyng heart that 
vnver a paetecee to be clerc and 
loyall, make men to 11dge that 


hypocriſy 


The £Cotrtiers life. 
hypocrily 1s beuocion,ambicio 
nobtlitie, auatice huſbandzye, 
crueltie zele of iuſttce , muche 
bablyng cloquence, foliſhenes 
grauitie,# diſſolucton diltgeres 
To conclude, that cuery ian 
ought to knowe how muche he 
map do; Jfa ma know himſelf 
to be almbictous, tmpactent , x 
couctous.lct him gohardely to 
the court : And contrary,if the 
courticr fele His nature cotent, 
peaceable, and delirpng reſt x 
quictneB,let him be dwellyng 
in the village, and he ſhall 
well knowe that he neuer 
knewe how tolite,til 
be had dzawen him 
ſelfe from the 
Court. 


d.it, (The 


-pzudence of a man was as well 


JI Dilpzaſſe of 
(The.ttii,Chapiter, 


C Ot the like that the Courtice 
+ "oughtco lcabe,aftcr that he 
bath lefte rhe Court. .. 


=] Yronydes a wyſe F 
4 [| lage Philoſopher, 

IA þ'capitaine of theBo- 
BRYN heciens ſayd; that þ 


knowen by retiryng from the 
cutl,as in cholyng of the good, 
fozaſmuche as vnder the eutl 
commonlp the good can not be 
hid, but vnder the pzetence of 
good muche euil may be difſem 
bled : etten muche Iyke as the 
Antheme þ begynnes Perſignf 
crucis and endes in Sachanas X 
Barrabas: Fn like maner pgreat 
cuts hauec their beginnyng by 
fum pzetece of fatncdgoodnes, 
in {uche (ozt that thep be coun- 
terfeict 


The Lourtfers life, 


terfeict muche Iyke Baſkers, 
w:aptinſwetenes as purgyng 
pyiles, and atlte as 1s the Kuz 
barbe. Ther 1s noma { thinke 
ſo mad that kepeth not himſelf 
im almuche as he can from cat- 
chyng cutl, x ſpecially fro open 
euil : but contrarywile, it were 
wpſcdome to kepe htnrfro that 
whiche 1s not altogether good. 
Alexander the great, cauſing 
himſelte to be healed of certain 
woundes that he had recetucd 
in baitatl,was rep2oued of his 
great minionParmeno fo put=- 
tyng himlclfe into great ha/ 
zard-1n'the warre: To whom 
Alerander layd, aſſure me my 
frende Parmeno of thoſe that 
be diſſemblyng frendes, fo: Þ 
wil be ware of them that be mp 

open enemies, 
d.tit, Alcybyades 


C | 
*X Difpuaile of 
Alcibyades, Agiſelaus, Pyrrhus, 
Antigonus, Lentulus, and Iulius 
Caſar, were [o circumſpecte in 
thcſe thynges that they wer al- 
wayes vaquiſhcrs,and Dicd in 
thehades of thetr frendes, and 
ſpecially becauſe ther choſe the 
goodandleftethcemwl, _ * 
Then he that leaucth Þ court 
oughtnot only foz to ſce what 
hc leauecth but allo what he ta- 
&Kcth.colſtderyng that asgmuche 
02 1n02e Hardettis to contente 
him hauyng lctt the court,as it 
was afo2e1n the deſtryng to be 
in the court* what p2ofiteth if 
to lcaue the court wery #trou- 
bled, {f thy harte can kpndeno 
reſt in the place whether thou 
rcſo2telts Dur bodye fulfilled 
with mcatces'18 Icd where'one 
will haucit,butthe heart gs ne- 
| ur 
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The Loart(ers life. 
ner ſatiſftedwith deſtryng,and 

would (ﬆ he might)be in fauo2 
with pzinces of the coturte. and 
on theother ſide at his caſe in» 
village, Ffthe Courticr dayiy 
haue mpnde beyng at hoine. of 
thc paſſions x aftitcerons that 
hehad in theCourt;it had been 
better foz Him neuer to haue 
gone fro if, becauſe that tn rc- 
memb:yng them.the thinkyng 
is inme puckyng, x the 1pnde 
weaker to rcftit them, | 

Jii the court of puinces chan- 
ſes often tyines that lacke of 
money: o2 other great buſynes 
makes a manuc abſtapne from 
doyng euil, the whiche beyng 
after i his houle docth ſuchec 
dedes vnſemely ton genticma, 
that they ;deferic to be cozrec- 


 ted,yea;and bitterly puniſhed. 
D,t(i!t, Thcre 


I Difpaile of 
There be allo another ſozte 
of men that fozlakes the court 
to be mozeidle at hone: And 
ſuche would be retected fro the 
nomber of honeſt menne,ſeyng 
thep chofe p tyme fox their purz 
poſe to linne in the Oe: 
ring to be infamed 02 diſhono? 
red in thc court, and pet beyng 
inthe countrey ltucs ſhame 
fozgettyng all reaſon. . To er- 
chue thele thynges he that lea - 
ueth the Court ought to leaue 
his percialitie that he hath fo=- 
loweo, x to fozget all paſſtons: 
otherwtlc he Hal lamet þ ſwete 
bitternes that he cues, 4 wepe 

the lite that He hath begunne. 
This ts true, that tt the court 
are mo2e occaltons geuen to 
detroy a ma, then arc at-home 
in his owne houſe to ſaue a 
STTRT. 07 f 


þ 

The Lourtirs life. 
FItis a ſmall pzofite to $ cotrs 
tier the cChaltigyng of his dwel- 
lyng,onles by theſame ineanes 
he chaunge his condictons. 
When the courtier ſayth Þ wil 
withdzawe me to mp countrey 
and go dyc at hame, that 1s wel 
(apd: but! this ſhall fuficce that 
he honeſtly withdzawe him 
ſclke, without determpng there 
dye. This n—— life 1s ts 
vs fo p2eſicript, that we ought 
not to purſue it with ſo2owe, 
but that we are bounde to a- 
mende it. Xohen Job lapd Te- 
det animam meam vite mee, tt 
was not -fo2 that his life we- 
ricdhim, but becaule he did not 
amende it, 

' XOholoeuer leatteth Þ court 
may be bolde to ſay þhe 
not to dye; ae wel 
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he hath eſcaped from a faye 
puſon from a contnſed life. fro 
a daungacrous lickenes; from 
a ſuſpicious conucrſacion. fro 
a great tepulchic, 4 fro anier- 
yarl without cnde, The wpleſlk 
beyng 11Þ court may ſap eue* 
ry day that they dye; # at their 
houlcs i the cotttrey that they 
Ltic. Ind the reaſon is;that be- 
png in the court.tholeneceſſarp 
thynges that arc to be done in 
the wo2tde . cannot be done as 
they wold,no2 when thet wold, 
for lacke of ibertte. Pet Þ will 
not tay, but many in the court 
do their detzor to do as they 
would.but { dare affirme þ fot 
x. pounde weight they haue of 
honeclt w!Il.thephauec nothalfe 
an ounce of honeſt ltbertie. 
Likewile,lct him that foxſakes 
| the 


I 


The Fourficrs life. 


the Cotrt fette a wile 02d2e in 
ſuche buſpnes that he hath to 
do,callyng to mide that to go 
home to h1s coyntcey nedes no 
log tozney, but to iſpoyle (um) 
leite of the cutil clothes of the 
Cotrt nedcs a wonder ong 
tyine. Fo: ltke aSvices tncreale 
[naman [ytle and Iptſe, fo ts tt 
mcte to roote thetm out by litle 
and litle. This ought Þ cour- 
ticr to do that myndes to rule 
hinſelfc,plucke vppe by Iptle 
picces the moſt notable faultes 
that are in him, and fo pzetcly 
diſpatche himiclfe of one vice 
to day, x fro another tomozowmn, 
in ſuch (o2t that when one vice 
takes hts leaue and is gone, 
t waya vertue do entre 
in his ſteade, ſo Þ 41 p2oces he: 
may go fro good fo better.The 
courticr 
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FT Dilpzatfe of 
courtter ts 1n nothingmozc de« 
cetued then tn lituyng a wilde x 
wanton lite, parauenture the 
ſpace of.xr. 02:rcr. yeres.thin- 
keth in a yere 02 two to become 
ſage x grauc,alwell as though 
he applted all his lifc in a ſob2e 
and (ad lite, # truely that hap- 
peneth fot lacke of good tudge 
ment, fo2 1t bchoucth without 
compariſon a Ienger-tyme fox 
tolerne to caſt awap vice, then 
to learne bertue:contideryng Þ 
vicezenter our gates laughyn 
and gocth out from our houle 
wepyng # lamentyng. © how 
muche greueth it Þ ainbictous 
courtter, when he can not com- 
matunde as he was wont to doe 
then it may be ſayd, þ to fozſake 
thc court ts requiſite to a good 
heart, Xa good witte to obtain 
Thole 


| 
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The Lourtters life. 


Thoſe that leaue the Court 
fo: rainte heart,be of that na- 
ture that it 19 moze paintull to 
thetn1 to lee theimſelues abſent 
fromthe Court,then their toye 
was when they wer tnÞ court; 
whiche ſapd perſons if they 
would folow mpne adutce aud 
countel ſhould not onelp icaue 
the court, but fozget it vtterly 
fo2 euer, Ind farther.the cour- 
ttcr ought to retyze tin (uche 
maner that he may come to the 
Court againe, if the feare and 
ſtudp in ozdcryng of his houl- 
holde conlttraine him eftiones 
fo: todeſire thevoluptuouines 
of the court. Jnthe heart of 
the pzudent courtier that tozſas 
keth the court, when there fal- 
leth biſhoprickes o2 othergreat 
offices, the affeccions & __ 
0 


| A Diſptaiſe of 

of the mynde ryngeth alarme, 
whett he ſhall thynke if Thad 
not come awape lo loone, that 
office 02 that dignitte had been 
myne:but he agatn remeEbzyng 
that many tuche thinges hath 
fallen witch he Had not:lo itke 
wile witght he h<yc tz the Rede 
of ye,a plain nay, of that which 
fell when He was gone, Then, 
tsit not mtiche better to ouerle 
and tratiatlc his owne houſe 
then to haue ſuche a ſhamefull 
dental tn the court- 

Therfoze deſtintes of Þ cour* 
fiers are [lo pzompte and readp 
that foz the moſte parte one ts 
conſtrained to diſpiſe the mo2e 
by neceſſitte, then by wpll, and 
In that meane while their pur- 
pole 15 at an cndebefoze they 


themlelues beware therof, Fox 
when 


The Conitlers life, 
when the Courtier-coinmcth'to 
beara quiet W himicife,aboue 
all thynges it is neceſiary that 
he 'take hebe of peſterpng of 
bimſelfe,fo2 if he d1d ite tn the 
court cul willed, Tet Him take 
bebe that in the village he diſ- 
pairenot, by reaſon of charge, 
the impoztunttie of his wite.of 
his child2en, x the fautcs of his 
leruauntes , the grudgyng oi 
bis neighbours map parcale 
make him aſtonyed : but to 
thinke again, that beyng «cas 
ped, from the datigerous golfe 
of the court, he may repute him 
lelfe halfe a God. Ind belides 
this,none ought to thinke that 
he dwellyng ina village in the 
countrey ſhall putte awapye all 
troubles and diſpleaſures, foz 


it can not be, but he that wa" 
( 
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may happento ſtumble in the 


fell in the crokcd # rough way 


plaine way + b2cake ht3 ncrke! 
aind therfo2e it is neceſſary that 
he retiryng fro the court, take 
thetyme as it ſhall come, that 
he may the moze occupte Him 
ſelfe ty/vertuots exerciſes,to þ 
entent that to much rclt,andto 
much bulpynes of mtnde let Hiin 
not from the great good that 
commeth of this.to be well co- 
tented with a litle. Joyne viito 
this allo that there is none fo 
muche enempe bnto vertue as 
is tdlencs, of the which idlencs 
be taken in the begtnnyng 
thoughtes ſuperfiuous,x coſe- 
quently the diltruccton of men, 

To the purpole,hath not the 
courtier cauſe to coplatme.that 
occupieth himſelfe tn nothyng 

ut 


as bearaue.lage and honeſt. to 


The Courtiers life. 


butin eatyng,d2inkyng. x flea- 
pyng, and 1n the meane ſeaſon 
his bettcr age.that is to ſay.hts 
pouth conlumeth away, as the 
fume of kmoke, which pzocedes 
of tdlenes in the court # doyng 
nothyng © where contrarywyle 
he might in the village ercrciſe 
himſelf to his hono2:and to the 
helth of his body and p2ofite of 
bis neighbour. 

{nike maner alſo.the cour- 
tier that withdzaweth hiunlſelfe 
ſhuld vle the company of ſuche 


the entent that in the ſtede of 
lyers.flatterers. 4 triflers whi- 
che he was aſſociate withall in 
in the court, he may be accom- 
panted in the village with wiſe 
and ſage frendes,o02 it the har- 
deſf good bokes, whereby 
£1, in 


3 Difpzaſle of 
inthe lokpng of theim he map 
vertuoully tmploye the reſtdue 
of his tyme, aud with (obztetic 
entertaine cuery man,that men 
may [aye he 1s come from the 
court to picale the good, and 
not to rule, And if patrcale one 
would make him baylief in the 
viliage o2 other publiqueoffice 
Eould counſail him to take 
edc therof as he would of the 
pceſtilence, fo2 becauſe there 1s 
nothyng ſo troubleous no: (6 
harde a burden to the mynde 
as to take charge of the rude x 
ſpmple. J do not ſaye naye.but 
that he may and ought to help 
the pooze commons of the vil- 
lage with ſuche knowlcge as 
he hath lerned inÞ court,02 had 
befoze he came ther, when they 
ſhall haue nede,either fo2 loue 
| 02 


The Lourtiers !ffe, | 

o2 fo2 iInoney. Ylſo if they be at 
variaunce, healpe to appcace 
the:if they be euil intreated 'de- 
fende them. Ind this doynghe 
ſhalbe eſtemed of the comons x 
p2aiſed of Þ wile and pzudent. 
Iboue all thy =. —_— of 
p20digal apparel, ſuperfluous 

baquetes,and delicate meates, 
and ſtrong oz pzccious wynes. 
ao) the abſenting fro the court 
ought to be to none other pur- 
pole but to liue ſoberiy in the 
village, oz els ſhall he make of 
the village the court , whiche 
ſhould make of the court, the 
village, Ind the courtter rety= 
redfro the court ought to haue 
tn m—_ comedacion mercy, 
as to viſite hoſpytalles, ſucco2 
the poo2e,counſel the ozphans, 
vylite the pzyſoners, reade the 
£.tt, bolp 


T Diſpzaiſe of 
holy (cripture,and finally th 
hc {tudy to dilpole his \goode 
vertuoufly duryng hts life, fot 
when he (halbe dead, euery ma 
wyll clayme Hts goodes , but 
none will oz can dilchar <hts 
ſolle. And moſte chiefly, let the 
_ courtier that goeth from the 
court occupte himſfelfe verty- 
outfly to dye. All thele thpnges 
that Þ have layd.letno ima i (ap 
that they be moze ealp to reade 
then to do:fo2 if we wil enforce 
our leifcs, we are moze then 
our (clues, # do not then 
well rememnb2e our 
ſcifes. 


The 


The Courticrs life. 


The. v.Chapiter. 
C. That the ruſtical life is moze 
quice and reſtful and mote bene: 
fictall yen that of che 
court, 


we lpeake Ind the de- 


we Þ caſe that it were 
all free and not ſubtect to any 
to2de(as certain there bc ſo p2e 
utleged) that eucry man there 
Iveth in his owne houſc, whe- 
ther it be by fucceſſion, o2 that 
he haue bought it frcely with - 
out doyng any homage o2 ſcr- 
nice to any man. This J dare 
ſay.the courtierhath not,no2 ts 


notin ſuche free libertte tn re- ' 


_ of ſuche as be of the v1l- 


ol e,fozalmuche as of very ne- 
, my maiſter the courticr 


ett. muſt 


HE village whereof 


,maincs therof, Put 


F Ollpzaile of 

muſt wpn þ Warſhal oz Har« 
begar of the lodging, andmuſt 
recetue at his handes the billet 
to come to his lodgyng.x that 
late pnough # werp to hts hoſt, 
bzeake ope do2es, beate doune 
walles, diſorder houſcs, burne 
implementes and ſometime bet 
the good man, x defile the wife. 
Ohyow happpe is he that hath 
wherewithall to line m the vil- 
lage without troublyng bothe 
of himfelf 4 many ſondyy plas 
ces, without ſeking of ſo manp 
lodgynges, without aſſayes of 
ſo many ſtra (ccalions of 
ſtraunge men, wikhout weping 
of any perſon, but is content 
with a meane eſtate, and is de- 
ltuered of al ſuche bzeakebrat- 
nes. Another bencfite of the 
countrey ts this;that the getle- 

man 


\ 


The Lourtiers life. 
man 02 burges that there doth 
inhabite maye be one of þ chick 
02 chefclt,citherin bountie,ho- 


happeneth (cldome tn the court 
and in great cities and tounes: 
fo there hc (hal ſe other go be- 
foze him, mote tryin» and mnoze 
bzaue and g92gtious then he,as 
wcll in credite as 1n richcs, as 
wel in the houſe as without the 
houſe. And lulws Czſar ſayd to 
this purpoſe that he had rather 
be the firſt m a village, then the 
ſecond inhono: tn Romc, Foz 
ſuche men as hauc high hartes 
and mtindes, and bale foztune, 
it ſhould be to th:muche better 
toltue in þ village with honoz, 
then m the court ouerthzowen 
and abated, and out of fauoz. 
The difference betwene the ta- 

ei,  ripng 


no2, 02 auctoutie, the whiche ' 
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riyng 02 abiding in a litle place 
and a great place,is that in the 
litle places are founde muche 
people pooze and nedp. of who 
men may take compaſtton:and 
in the great place many riche 
men wherby cnuy 1s nouthed, 
Another commoditie in the 
villagets, that ettery man en- 
topeth in quict and peace luche 
as Hod hath geuen him, with- 
out to haue luche to come to 
their houſes.that (hal coſtraine 
theim to make crtraozdinary 
cxpenlcs,o2 to hauc his wife (e- 
duced,o2 his doughters defiled 
The occalios to do euil be put 
away bp realon that he 1s occu 
pied in the 1namnteinyng of his 
houſholde,tn trainpng of his 
doughtecrs, in teachyng of hts 
ſonnes and chaſtenyng of his 
pol leruauntes 


The Lourticrs life, 


ſeruauntes. De liueth conftr- 
med to reaſon and not to his 0s 
pinto:and ltues hopyng to dye 
X not as he that loucth to le 
cucr. Fn the villagc.thou ſhalt 
not care foz good lodgyng.no2 
fo: lookyng to thy Dozſes and 
Wules, noz fo2 the ladyng of 
fuche thinges as they ſhall ca- 
ry. Thou lſhaltnot here the 
cripng of pages, the plaintes 
of the ſtuardcs of the houtle, 
the babling of the Cookecs,no2 
thou (Halt not feare neithcr 
Aud es no2 Jultices lelt they 
uld be to loze againllt the. 
_ that whiche is muche bet- 
ter, thou ſhalt haue no craf- 
tie knaues to beguile the,no2 
women ko betray the. 
Another benefite of the vil- 
Iage is this, that he ſhall haue 
tyme 


JI Difpzaiſe of 
tyme enough to al thinges that 
hc will do, fo that the tyme be 
well (pcnt,tyme enough to tus 
dy, tyme to viſitc his frendes, 
tpme to go ahuntyng, and lap- 
ſer when he lift to cat his meat: 
the whiche layſer courticrs c6- 
monly hath not, fozalmuche as 
they employe the moſte part of 
ther tyme in making of ſhiftes 
to plap þ courtier, 02 to ſpeake 
mo2e plaimely, to wepe and la- 
ment, in ſuche ſoztepÞ one may 
ſay of tht that whiche the Ems 
pcrour Auguſcus fapd of a Ro- 
man a great bulte bzoker the 
ſame day that he dycd.'] won- 
der ſayd he,ſeyng the tyme fat 
le him to chop and to chalige, 
how he could now fpnde layſer 
to dye: Another commoditie of 


the village is this, thoſe _ 
b 
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be dwellers there may g6 alone 
from place to place without to 
benoted to fall from grauitie, 
thepnedenga Yule noz H02le 
with afoote clothe,noz page to 
wapte of my lozde, 02 damoſcil 
to waite bpon my lady. And 
that were (corneful to do in the 
court alone:And without dag- 
ger one may walke fro neagh- 
bo2 to netghboz,and from land 
to land, and not therby mini(h 

any part of his hono!. 
Inother benefite 1s that men 
may go whether they will,clo- 
thed ſtmply with a ſtaffc in his 
hande. a {wearde by his (ide, 02 
bacbut im his nccke, and if he 
be werp of pounlſcd hoſen.lerte 
him wear floppes , if he be a 
colde lette him take his furred 
goune fo all is one therc, I 
| good 
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good Gentleman dwellpng in 
the village and hauyng aigood 
cote of clothe, an hone Dpa- 
niſhe cloke on his backe, a 
patre of lcther ſhooes;noeth as 
wel tryinmed to the charche as 
docth my lozde thecourtrer to 
the court with his goune furde 
with Marters 02 Dables. A 
man of the village of what ſozt 
ſocuer he bets 1n as good cale, 
that rydcth to market. oz to the 
faicr to make p2ouilion foz his 
houſholde vpon a' mare oz a 
nagge, as alo2de of the courte 
is at Juſtes vpo a . ay cour- 
ſcr trapped with golde. And 
(when all 1s layd) better 1s the 
pooze ploughman on a poore 
aſle, liuyng as he ſhould, then 
the riche man well hozlſed, pri- 
lyng X doyng exto2cton to poze 
honelt men, 


The Ldurtirs ie 
\The. vi. Chapiter, 


C'Thar- it the village the dayes 
ſcme maze long and the apcr moze 
clere and better, And the houſes 
mozeeaſy andceſtfull. 


==} Aſuyng ſtyll the c6- 
> modities: of the vil- 
| age, we ought not to 
-— = fo2gct that he whiche 
dwelles: there , among other 
thynges hath commoditie of 
good cone, and conſequently 
good bzeade : contrary to this, 
in the court; x ſpecialiyingreat 
touncs they haue bead foz the 
moſte parte euil baked o2 cutl |. 
letened o2notleuenedat all, x 
the cauſe 1s, fozaſmuche as in 
the tounes often there lacketh 
00d co2ne,oz good cozne mil- 
es to grindethe cozue.and hol- 
ſome water, wherby often hath 

> 2920 come 
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come amog them great death, 
Another commoditie -1n the 
village 1s this, the whiche J 
p2atlſe mnche, he that dwelles 
there, may p2actile and labour 
in mod thynges and better tn 
ploy the tyme then in the court 
o2 in Þ great tounes:;in whiche 
places it behoueth a ma to dif: 
ſcmble,to ſay litle.ful of rcuen- 
gong and enuyous, a treder of 
ones and paucniftes., 4muſt 
vſc grautitie,* ſcldome to come 
out of his houlſe,and inceſſant- 
ly be gzate.O half a God, that 
dwelics tn the village, where 
libetally one mayſpeake what 
he will and 1elt with his netgh- 
bours befoze His gates and his 
wyndowe, And this map he do 
without ctier to chaunge o2 to 
lele any of hits mcan auctozitie 
Inothcr, 


The £ourtters {lfe, 
Another comoditie ts tn the 
village, that thoſe that vwell 
ther, be wout compariſon moze 
helthfull and lelle (tcke then in 
the cities and im the courte, be- 
caule in the great tounes the 
uſes be moze Higher, and the 
etes narower,and moze cto- 
ked, whiche 1s the cauſe that the 
ay2cis coarupt and makes me - 
very eutl at eaſe, Jn Þ viilage 
the houſes ſtand inoze at large 
the men more better dilpolcd, 
the ay2e bettcr, the ſunne 1noze 
clere.the yearth moze ſwete,the 
p2itate goodcs 02 comons bet- = 
ter rulcd without contencton, 4 
the erercile moze pleaſant. and 
the company much better:And 
aboue all thinges the though- 
tes leſſct,and the paſtyme moze 
great, 


Another 


X 'F Dilptaile of - 
Another commoditte inthe 
- village is,that ther areno yog 
DPhyſictans , no2 olde ſicknes? 
Andcontrary to this.the cour- 
tier 1s conſtrained there to part 
his goodes in fower partes, the 
one part to flatterers,Þ otherto 
men of lawe, another to potte- 
caries, the fowerth to Þ Pht- 
ſicians. OD well fortunate vil- 
lage.fozaſmuche as in the, ſel- 
dome 02 neucr is the Frenche 
pockesnamed neither the pat- 
ſy not pet þ goute:fewe 02 none 
there knoweth what is aJulep; 
a Pyll,a Sirup, 02 a Thyſan, 
no2 no ſoda ſtckences, What 
will ye that 7 ſhall ſay moze of 
the vililage-And tf if were not, 
but that foz neceſſitte, thep are 
coinpelled to builde there litle 
p:ctie houſes, ye ſhould _ 
nde 


The Lourficrs life. 
fpnde one oftheim that knewe 
what to do with imozter x ſtoo- 
nes; And ſomctyme thep are 
bery well pleaſcd with cabons 
made of ſmall ({tckes well fa: 
ened together, 
Another commoditie of the 
village 1s, that the dates there 
ſeme to be moze long,and thep 
are better tinployed, then they 
ate either in the court o2 in the 
great tounes.tozalmich as the 
peres paſſe awapc there 02 one 
be ware,and the dates without 
an » on of thein. And how 
dett that the ipoztcs and plea- 
lures bc moze tin the village 
then in the tounes , yet (o it 1s 
that one day (Hall ſeme lenger 
_ o>/4 ſhal a moneth tn the 


the villages happpe and foz= 
f.t, tunate 
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tunate,fozalmuche as there the 
Dunne lemes to make a mo2e 
longcr day,the moznyng its re- 
dy to ſhew, and the night low 
to come. Dcarcely one can pers 
ccltue the dayes flyde away in 
the court: Jn the village if it be 
percetucd, it 1s beſtowed with 
honeſt buſpncs, whiche cannot 
be done in the court. 

Fn the village alfo ismuche 
moe plentie of wood then in 
other places:hay,ſtrawe, Otes 
mich better chepe then in good 
touncs . Allo 11 the village a 
man 1s at tibertie to cate his 
meate where he will, # when he 
will & with who he will:but in 
the court they cat late,the meat 
eutl'd2eſſed and colde,and with 
out ſatio2, and that whiche is 

| wozlt 


* nough 


The Lourticrs life, 
woult of al, foz the moſt parte, 
he mult cate with his enemtes, 
where as the good fclowes of 
the village ltueth at their plea» 
ſures and without ſuſpicion, 
keptng their the good tatht6s 
that belongeth to good repalt, 
that is,firithe erncth his meat 
nert that he eateth his meate 
merely.x thirdly he eateth with 
good company, 
Another commoditte (is that 
thc huſbandman of the village 
bath how to occupy themlelfes 
and howe to be mery , whiche 
the courticr , noz the citesen 
bath not, thathath enemics e- 
to feare., and fewe fren- 
des to company withall. © res 
creacion plealaunt of the vil- 
lage, to fiſhe with ncttes, and 
with hokes,to catche birdes 
f.1t, iyme 


2 Hiſpzaſſe of 
lyme.tohunte with dogges, to 
catche Contes with terrcttes,* 
baycs,to ſhote in the croſbowe 
and the Hacbut at Tokdoues, 
at Wallardes x at pattryges: 
and ſe folkes labo2 in þ vynes, 
raiſe diches, aimende hedgecs, 
fo teſt withÞ aticient labozers, 

Ill theſe pleaſurcs hauc thep 
of the villages, wheras the 
courttcrs and citezens des 
ſire 1t # catiot haue it, 


The. vit. Chapiter. 
C That commonly the tnhabſs 
tauntcs of the villages be mo2e 
happy then courticrs, 


FRY Nother commoditie of 

5 a74 the villages, that thei 
= do fele Þ trauatles leſſe 

on the wozkpng day, # reioyce 


merely on tht holy dap ; where 
the 


The Lourticrs life. 


the courtier continually vered 
with wetghtie and troublcous 
affaires,neucr knoweth whenit 
is holy day. Ovillage.itis not 
ſo1n the,wheras on the (caſtiul 
daype the clerke ccaleth not to 
tolle the bell, $0 make clene the 
churche,to make redy Þ alters, 
the people honclitly apparcllcd 
the fcalics commaiunoed to be 
obicrucd,thecurate pzcachcthp 
golpel., x aftcr diner they make 
mery with a thoulande honelt 
paſtpmes.Jnthe great touncs 
the holydates are ktiowc when 
the wyfes goe gaye. when they 
flepelong in the moznpng. whe 
thei play after diner:and gene- 
rally when they contkume the 
day involuptcoulncs. and va- 

nities, 
Another commodittic is this, 
f.tit, that 
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that where the courtters vſe to 
eate fleſhe and cozrupt veniſon 
4 wildefoule that ts long kept, 
they of the village haue thetr 
mcate freſhe and creſhe, tender 
and holfome,x as one map lay, 
in good ſeals; that is, houldo- 
ucs, Partrige.pullettes, ſtocks 
doues, wodcockes, Felauntes, 
fatte Capons, Conycs.Hares, 
and innumerable victayl of al 
ſoztes, It10 ouer and beſpdes 
this,to their great aduatntage 
they haue ſHhepe that bearcth 
woll to clothe them, good mut- 
ton to cate.dongto make fatte 
their ground, and Kyddes and 
Goates alſo, with Oxen to la- 
boz inthe plough, and kyne to 
milkc and make butter x chele; 
and hoggcs to make bacon of, 


Coltcs foz to noulhe x gy 
02 


The Lourticrs life, 
foz to [erue them and fox to ſell 
when nede requiteth. And an- 
other p2iuclege of the village 
is this, that the good ſhall be 
honoured fo2 a good man,and 
the vnthutftie perſon knowen 
as hc 1s, whiche 1s not loin the 
court, foz ther is noma p2atſed 
fo: that hedeleructh to be p2at- 
ſcd, but becaule he hath aucto- 
ritte and riches. 

© how muche ts the wile ma 
hono2ed 1n the village for his 
wyledome and good counſail- 
how many tymes ts he thakco 
and how many pzeſentes hath 
he: Jf parcaſe one of his neigh 
bozShaue any goodfriit in his 
garden, a good inelon, a good 
pear,02a good mulcadel grape 
gladly they wyll pzeſent hiun 
thcrewith , as to him that 
f.ttit, _ hath 


F Dilpyaiſe of 
hath deſcrued it, 

Another pzcuilege of the vil- 
lage ts this,that eueryma map 
marry his daughters to his e- 
quallcs and neighbours, that 
thereby daply he map recetue 
bothe pleaſure and leruice, the 
whiche the courtiers cannot do 
that marry therr doughtcrs fo 
farre fro thetun,that fo2 p moſt 
part they lament thei o2 they 
ſce them. Ohappp inhabitoz 
in Þ village that fyndes at his 
gate hulbandes foz hisdough- 
ters ,and wiucs fo2 his lonnes, 
He maryeth therm nigh to hin 
that hemap eallp (ce hrs (ones 
in lawe,hts litle nephues x his 
polteritie:he is bcloued of the, 
(uccoured inhis affaires,ſfer- 
ycd x1no2ziſhedin his lickenes, 
and great cofozte to him itn his 

age, Another 
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Another commoditte is. that 
they are not to niuche carefull 
n92 yet treful 02 cnutous:whi- 
che commonditte they of þ court 
and the catezens litle taſicth oz 
cmoyeth:tfoz the courtier many 
times lacketh meney, when hrs 
great affaires(Huld be bzovght 
to palle. J [ay therfoze o happy 
ma of Þ village.that nedes not 
togo atten otthe clocke to the 
palice tobeg counlel;to ſpeake 
fapze to Þ vllher, to waite vp6 
the pzeſident # make flectamus 
icnaua tO the lawper, and flatter 
the kyng and his counſel, x the 
Pagiltrate: but hath in ſtede 
of thcleJdolatries fora happy 
ſolace.the benefites of nature 
and þÞ paſtimes therof,to heare 
the ſhepe blete, the Bullcs to 
bzay,the Yozſe to neſe. the Nt- 
f,.v, tyngales 
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tyngales to ſpng, Þ Thtulhes 
to warble,the Lynets to mpnſe 
their fonges, dogges to runne, 
Lambes to leape, Kyddes to 
gambolde, # leethe Pckockes 
ſet vp their tailes like a whele, 
Denesto keclc,kockes to crow, 
Xt a thouſand kynde of beaſtes 
and birdes play and ſpozte. 

Ynother commoditie 1s, that 
in the village one map be there 
mo2c vertuous # lelle vicious 
then in the court o2 in the great 
citices.and þ reaſon 1s, fo2 that 
im great companycs we ſhall 
comenlp fpnde a W. that kepe 
men from good doyng # x.M 
that will moue vs to Þo cull. 
And in the vitlage cuery man 
ſanctifycth the Dabboth day, 
kepeth the feaſtes, Hcareth the 
ſermones, and by this meancs 
with 


we 


The LConrtters life. 
with areat laboz wozketh his 
ſoule yealth aſſiited by grace. 
Xoherfore the village is to be 
p2aiſed fo2 that þ occaſions of 
euil,and of our deſtruccion are 
not ſo plenttfull and pzactiſcd 
there,as they are in the court x 
in good tounes, no cokes hous 
ſes to make them licozous:;no2 
there are no great cltates wher 
by enuy (Huld ariſe:there is no 
choppyng noz chaungyng by 
vluryp : whotes to quarell and 
fight foz, no2 couttiers toto2- 
ney tn armure,noz wanto:1 and 
lewde places to corrupt youth 
withall : noz Juſtices to feare 
them,ye(and that belt of all ts) 
no couetuoulnes whiche ſhuld 
([walow vp and deyoure them. 
Another p2ctulege there ts, 
that there one may well oy 
ome 
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foine good, and ſpende muche 
| teſfſethen inthe court. Foz eue- 
ry tnan knowcs well what ex- 
ccſſite EcpEces are accuitomed 
to be waited tn the court.x lpc- 
ctally in thele daycs, that the 
gtcat apparellyng of bakettes 
is ſutche that they be well wox = 
thy to be reformed. O peacea- 
ble peplacites which ncde3not 
the tapcttes of Flaunders,lin- 
nyng clothe of Boliand, litucr 
plate, garientes 1b2odered, 
Parcement lace purtitde, rio2 
yet cariage,£)ulcttes, varlct- 
tes to cotduct them, noz other 
ſupcriiuous atty2c:but contra- 
ry in ſtcde of that,ts contented 
Ww a iytle hou{Hold well ruled, 
with a grolle table and a fcwe 
plaine Noles to cate his meate 
vpon, with diſhes of Peuter 4 
* a mattres 


The Courtſers life, 


a mattfres fo2 to flepe on. two 
gounes,one fo2 [omer, another 
fo2 wpnter, one geldpng in the 
ſtable,one varlet, onc chainbe- 
ter to do him (crutce:Asimuche 
happy is a gentleman and as 
muche honozed with his lytle 
companye in hts houle in the 
village,as its a riche lozd tn the 
court with Hts great pude,anod 
tufſyng traine, 


The. viit. Chapiter 


C Toat in punces courics the 
cutome and vic 1s ro ſpcake 

of Bod and luc afcer 

the wo2lde. 


= |Nthe Coutt, etien 
FE 1 (IF; (as there ts no rigo- 
WE rous wwlilice,no fa- 
VI'SS-lther that chaftiſeth 


his (oonne, no frefide that co2- 
yy one the othcr,none that 
loucth 


2 Diſp:aiſeof 

loueth his netghboz, no biſhop 
no: curate that goucrieth well 
his ſl;epc no2 teacheth thum af- 
ter the golpel ; Do he thatis 
by nature good, hath great lt: 
bertte to be naught. HJnthe 
court if onewilbe an aduitcrer, 
he ſhall haue felowes. Tt he 
wilbe a quarellcr, he ſHal haue 
helpe,+ that with (uche as will 
d2:awe their lwozdes. Ffhe be 
vilpoled to banquetyng,euery 
where he ſhall fynde gluttons, 
Ffhe will manifeſtly & t;}ame- 
fullp Ipc,hc ſhall fpnde cor-pa- 
nions ready that will appzoue 
his lics:Tf he wil Neale, he (hal 
fynde thei that will inſ{tructe 
him many wayes therto: Jfhe 
will play, there 1s ſo many car- 
des and fo many dile,that it 1s 
ſhame to ſeeit: Ff one will be 

fallcly 
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falſely foz(wone,he ſhal fpnde 
thetm that will geue money fox 
fozſlwearyng:Fynally.tf he wil 
vttcrly geue himſelf to do euil, 
in the court he thall ſee perfecte 
cxramples., To the court relo2- 
teth menne of dtuers nactons, 
_ ſome foz buſincs, ſome to plede 

02 to ſerue 02 to ſhewe thetm 
{clues, whiche perſons to buing 
themlelues acquainted are foz- 
ced to folowe the ſeruauntes of 
ſuche as be in auctozitte.to flat 
ter them, + (peake fayze to the: 
and to folowe the compantes X 
fclowſhip of the taberers , the 
Pypers ,'the Muſycians, the 
flatterers and mery teſters,and 
at Þ ende become God knowes 
pooze and nedp gentlemen, 1 
luche wile that by very neceMſi- 
tte thei be copelled to demaide 

rewardes 
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rewardcs.newyercs giftes any 
new apparell. And yet to this 


cutl felowes, they whiche geue 


vato gum any good thyng, 
geue tt rather to get themlclfes 


: naine to be called ful of mag: 
nificence then foz any charitte 
at all. 

Jn the Court.foztunc is in- 
conſtant,in that ſhe pzomiſeth, 
and yet mo2ein that which ſhe 

geueth,tfoz at one tnſtant.wher 
one ryſcth,ancther talleth. one 
is bome, another dycth : he is 
auaunced that 1s bnknowen, x 
the fapthful leruadt fozgotten, 
hc that will abyde 1s not recci« 
ued. but he that will runne a- 
way is taken in: fooles are be» 
leued and wiſemen belyed,opt- 
nions be folowed and reaſon 
lct paſſe, -AVith theſe thing - 
old and 
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and other ſcniblable thynges 
that we aſſay and ſe in courtes 
of p2inces , cuery manne may 
bee aſſured that foztune will 
knocke athisdooze.though fox 
the moſte me the Courtiers 
find ſoner th ir graue thenany 
eſpecially ſuche 
colourto bedilten- 
6d houſe, to the 
wry ay ep neuer- 

e eand igno- 
ratitit,thatitmay be ſayd they 
are moze mete fo2 the cart then 
fox the lpere, ld that thep ſerue 
itt cot to be adaliance 
w_ 
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fclowes'. -And among thele 
there neuer lacketh mcdlers & 
bulye-bodyes . whiche pzofite 
mo2etherebp.then ſome doctox 
of dtutnitie docth bypzechyngs« 
Jn the-court all is fuffcred, all 
is diſembled withall, all 6 «z- 
conſtant, and all. oztes delpze 
there, to. Jive : 211d {0zalmuche 
as al (uche deſire thegeto1tue 
it is impoſlible but there anuſ 
belyers, plapers, launderers, 
and a = nombcrot yaugh- 
tic per 

Fnthe court the euil rolow: 
cth the euil: The bzauter-tyns 
des one tobzaule withall;The 
adulterer one that hemapy ſinne 
withall; The thefea compants 
on + recetucr: The ſophilter,g 
bablcr:3 all rekened together, 
onereaty to deceine —__ 

n 


part enery m4 paiſeth 
n þ court euery ma pza 

In Cmendeth himſelf of holp 
purpoſes and noble thougy® 
tes. One ſayeth he will witys 
dawe himleli from the courts 
Nad another (ayeth-he wil f0z- 


nenuke, Jad 
aps, 


is 


- 


pael 


—_ 
s$;T \ doughter without 
her mother: (The wife without 
herhuſband: The clerke with- 
out his —_— thets thy 
out e: The glutton fro! 

OWE gat, table 
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table totable. The vacabonde 
fro place to place, and $baudx 
from dooze to dooze, and from 
harlot to harlot, Fi the court 
there be: biſHoppes to cofirme 
curates,to baptiſe t chaunge 
names:Foz hecharis: 210ug 
ay ther name himhontiozable 
he pendes afl'Fiill of tnag 
nificence; the cowarde wile.the 
altaunt ouerhardpe the foole 
the wyſe an 


v 
toyous; 
the maltcrous ſubtle,the ſcoffer 
efoquent , the adulteret Ano: 


, ou! the A Ns 

he that talketh Ut 
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The.tr.Chapitcr. 
C. Jn the court fewe amende, 
_ bur onuny ware vg 


: :) be wiſe,onlelle they 
S———= bc f0tunate.fo:al- 
muche as good leruice1is ſone 
fozgotten: frendes fone faileth 
and enemies auginent, the no- 
bilitiedoeth fozget it (elfe, ſct« 
encets fozgotten;Humilitie dif- 
piled, tructh cloked # hid, and 
goodcotiſell refuſed. The beſte 
mine and the richel? Alcumct 
that the Courticr may hauc. 1s 
to haue wynde at will to ſaple 
wtth,that is,to be in cauoawith 
them that be fauoured.till fo2- 
tune laugh vpon him : foz the 


condictons _ faſhionsof.cn- 
git, tretain- 


& 
V » 
a» 
li at 
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tretainment chayngeth daylp 
and hourcly. To p2ouc this 
true , Plato neades not to 
ſpcake, no2 Ctccro to [weare, 
fozaſmuche as atoze our epcs 
we (ce the foole become wpſe, 
the meke , become p2oude, the 
ſobze a glutton, the pactent a 
btauler,and the devout an etl 
chuſttan man. 

n the court it 1s a great bt1:- 
ſpnes and trauatile'fo2 to fynde 
vertue,and greater datngicr # 
peril to kepe it. Js not humili- 
ticloſt among them that be in 
honoz, 02 pAciece among w2og 
doers , oz abltinence among 
gluttons.o2 chalk!tic amonges 
worren. o2 reſt amonges butp- 
nes. 02 Chatitic *(:cnoes cul 
willcrs, o2 peace am6ges fedt- 
ftous,og tlenceanongeſ m_ 
£crs 
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lers, 02 good witte wherets lo 
muche folly e Jn the court no 
man 1s content, cucry man co- 
plaineth cither becauſe Þ kyng 
him nought.o2 becauſe 
punce healpeth him not,o2 
that one o2 other is cucr be- 
twirt him and home : Be com- 
plaines of the pozter he wil not 
let him in:ot the trealurer that 
he payeth him not : of his cre- 
diture whiche taketh away his 
good?s : o2 of one o2 other that 
that Jocth him wzong 1n the 
court, Ffone redea letter of 
pleaſure,he (hal reade an hun - 

d2cth of diſpleaſure. The wife 
ſhall wite to her huſband and 
p2aye him foz to come home, þ 


he may marry his doughters 


brag age, 02 þ his child2cn 
be diſobedient.that his freudes 
yary ne him, and that by 
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itgratitude thet render euil for 
good.and wcrines doth aſſaple 
her on al ſides, that her tenafi« 
tes calher tothelawe, that his 
goodes be ſpent-furely he ſhal 
heare (uche newes;;\o that fo 
two grotes *Hat he geueth to 
the bcarer of pletters, he wold 
glaolp haue geueEmore to haue 
hardno fuchenewes 

J6athe court a manne docth 
many thingesbp neceſlitie,that 
to ope fo2 it ge would not do in 
his houſe:he dynes and (yppes 
with his enemies , he ſpeakes 
with him that he never knewe 
no: pleaſeth him not, detenvy/.e 
him that hetpes him not, colo- 
weth him that 'honoureth not 
him, lendes to hin that papeth 
him not, diſſembles with him 
that doeth him imury,and tru- 
ſtes to him that beguiles hin. 
© vnhappy 


The Eourtiers life. 


O pry ip regs cour- 
tier if by chaunce he growe to 
be a pooge man ,no man will 
fuccourhim,and if he tall ſicke 
no man viſites him. and ifhe 
dye he 1s incotinent fo:gotten; 
if he be vertuous no man com- 
mendes him,and if ze be out of 
creditcno man regardes him, 
Fn the couct there i= nothyng 
moz2e rare noz noe deare to re- 
couer then vertue.noz moze efp 
to fynde then the aboundatice 
of thae mancr of people. That 
is of tale bzingers. ot flattcrers 
and of lyars.'The lyers dccc1- 
uethp pzinces. The flattcrcrs 
the riche meniir.\Tye tale bztn- 
gers, thoſe that be in favour. 

The women, decetueth the me, 
The couctcouſnes.5 olde men. 
The pompe the p2clatcs. The 
auarictous, the puclics . The 
g.v, liberte 


J Difpzaſſe of, 


libertie þ religious, ambicion, 
thc p2cſumptuous, Þ wilecofi- 
DCce tn men, x al they topned to 
gether be veceiued by foxtune, 
4n the court men employe the 
tyimec fo cuil that from the tyme 
the courticr docth ariſe, tyl he 
go to bed. he occupicth hum (elf 
aboute nothing but in aſkyng 
of newes. iettpng-aboute the 
ſtrctes, waite letters, ſpcake of 
the warres, entertein them that 
be in fauo2,cotuntell with bau- 
dcs, make as he wcre in loue 
and [cle alwayes the tyme, Jn 
the court mote then 1n any 0- 
ther place the thinges arc flow. 
Fo: one riſes late.and wozli of 
all amendes hits life late, Ill 
thynges there 1s variable and 
chaungeable and inconſtaunt, 
The eſtaics chaunge, Thelitle 
allende , the great tall. The 
widowes 


The- Lonrtiers life. 
widowes there be marde: The 
marted be detained; The may 
dens be ſhamed: Thegood (pt - 
rites be dulled? The valiaunt 
becommes cowardes: The p:e- 
lates ware wozſe # wotſe: The 
ſcifces are fozgotten; Theyog 
leeſe thetr tyme: The olde vn- 
done : This 1s Þ courtiers life. 
De is not wozthy to be a cour- 
tier onleſſe he be in debtc and 
oweth to the. dzaper fo: clothe, 
to the Merſerx foz ſilke, to the 
taploz fog the maiyna of {ts 
apparell, to the gold{mpyth co 
tewels fo2 my lozdeÞ courticts 
lady,to the Judges fo2 the dil: 
putyng of p2ocelics, to the (cr- 
uauntes foz wages.to their ho- 
es foz their ſpence. There ts 
to muche enttl counſarl ctcn 
ſache as 18 mo2e then the halfe 
way ledyng to damnacton, 
The 


F Dilp:aiſe of + 


C That a man cannot line tn the 
court, without-to trouble him 
ſcife oz ſofne othycr. 


EI Courticr'docth ma- 

waliny thinges, moze tos 
> Vito ſay. do as other 
£.3)nen do,then fox any 
necde he hath ſo to do. De ban- 
kettes with encry man becauſe 
he will not be called an hypo- 
crite,layes becaulſehe would 
not be named a migard, + com- 
panyes with many , becauſe he 
wti not be named a ſolitaryma 
and genes to raſfcall # naugh- 
* tie perſons beeaule He would 
not be cutil ſayd of them. I ma 
in $court is full of penſiuenes 
and pallions: Fo it is trueth 
that it is app2optied to therm 
of nature that folowes Þ court, 


The Lourtiers {{fe. 


fo be inceſſantly tozmented. He 
muſte p:aiſe his felowes, dil- 
pate ſtraungers,'#loke vuto 
n that do well, and blame 
them that do cul; and ſpend at 
large/withhis felowes, and a- 
aint þenemeys ſpare nothis 
otone pzoperlite : And all this 
muſt he do ' bvecauſethe wil] not 
be diſpzaiſed; Jnthe court co- 
monly: one to wayte 
of vyve maiſter; but-foz all that 
he mult ſerucat the taile of dy- 
uers otherloades!.' © broken 
heart ofthe poote courtier that 
muſt nedes ſeruefuche as kno 
wethHimnot;and make reae- 
rence to thetm that deſerue not 
tohaue &«, and mult ſaye to my 
maiſter the offtrer an hundzcth 
cymes.a dap, [ir;andifit pleaſe 


you Id hetſhalt anſwcre 
when 
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3 Diſpzacſe of 
when J am at leyſerz tarp fl 
whyle at the doo2e. And pet we 
muſt call him maiſter that de- 
ſcrues it no moze then the ha 
man that ſtrangics a man 
a halter.O what pitieis'it toſe 
a pooze (yitcr 4n his nedy bu- 
ſpnes folowe the:kyng from 
toune to totine cunl > 
worlc lodged? The kyng hath 
buſynes, the counſeler is/defe, 
the Almoner hath no hande. 6 
he that thou knoweſt —_—_ 
epcs; Ind without money-and 
extreme pain, the fiue wit{es of 
nature be lame. 

Jn the court, albcit that one 
hath no cnemies whiche is ſel- 
dome ſeene,yetis it tructh that 
any tymcs hts owne frend&s 

putte htm outof quirt.,-foral- 
Tirds as if the! courtier eqs 
{IJ3e 


take reſt in his lodgyng,they 
grunt at hun becaule he wpil 
not go leeyzts frendes and p2o+ 
yoke him to go folowe Þ pan-, 
ce&in; the; court, (aiyng , that 
the: raſcall -and-the- varlettes 
mocke at him;thathe goeth not 
thcther andfhewe hinielfe free 
and {tberal; andi\when he is a- 
_— the court, whiche is a 
gnaturall enemye to reſt, and. a 
ai hadpooon wv mult he 
nge,as doeth the Egipct- 
_= che cucry day (eketh a 
newe countrep,a new lodging, 
newe apparett. and conucrla- 
ctons ;bulpnes and faſhions 
of menne. -Lomp frende and 
the reader of this; This is the 
life of the courtier as it is hete 


difcribed ; and alſo of htm that 
liveth 


$7 I Diſpiaiſe of 
liveth ©n thevillage thewhiche 
ſayd1ifevfthe peyſauntes (hal 
be muche pzaiſed of many,and: 
choſen of a fewe, becauſe that 
—_ man readeth bookes c- 
ough # the niotehe readeth $ 
feſſ he h of his cuil 
cuftoines.And cocal to rea 
whp it is {o.1t foloweththat 

court of prices is'good butt fox 
two manet of ſmefine,foz theinz 
that be in fato2,s fo: the pong 
whiche be pet of aweake fudge 
nent. And thoſe that be m fa- 
1102,x doeth-warte daply , ſe the 
ſeltes lo riche,lo feared; and 6 
wel accompanied that thet fele 
not the patne of the cotirt. And 
the plealure they gette thereby 

makes them foz cocluſton fox- 
get themſclues, " pitnotwithfts 

bong fo all this,it 1s pony: 
fe 


The Lourtiers life. 
ble but that their bzaines muſt 
be troubled, becaule thep beto 
inuch occupted. fo2 theit houſes 
are to ful of people,their eares 
full of Iyes, their totingues to 
much troubled anlwering of 


cuetpma.their he tomuch 
þ2elled to apde andhelpe them 
that they would helpe,x other. 


- 
= 


And finally greater in aucto 
ritte 4 credite thep be, ye ſhal ſe 
them þmoe penliue # the moze 
aſtonyed,and fo the moſt part 
ſooner complaine then retoyce: 
but comaunde who comaunde 
will, hate credite who will, the 
truthis,none cantake pleaſure 
ofh1sgoodes., wout honell reſt 
Belide this thoſewhich be ſayd 
to be in fation, are eucr in fre 
tobe put doune fro thetraucto 
xitte : Ind by "Af is are 

it, in 


F Dfſpzaſſe of 
in cotinual dzcde and to2ment, 
the whiche ts an cnemy moxtal 
to quict and relt,And the yon 
im itke cafe (as ÞJ haue layd) 3 
ve witgout tudgemnent X biyn- 
C0 173 VIceS.Do not knowe noz 
{ce the mcomodities of Þ court, 
1102 Care, netthcr foz fauo nog 
10no2, bur botiden #-d20unde 
(1 Ltoluptcoulnes and vices, 
peile the better parte of their 
vatcs in the [choole that 1s no- 
thing worth, vudecr the maiſter 
of pardicion, 

The.xi.Chapiter. 
C! Zhat in the coure thoſc that be 
graue arc ptailcd and well ctemed, 


and thc othcr that docth the 
contrary not regarded. 


==7Þe courticr [huldnot 

= |aquaint hunſclf with 
vbaine and ydle per- 
ſons,that he be not re 
puted 


The Lourtſers life. 
puted tobe ſuche as he compaz 
nteth withall. Foz it had not 
been enough foz him to ſaye he 
mult nedes do there asother do 
and dilſemble as othcr diſſems 
bles. Neither bchoucth it him 
not to cloke his naughtie do- 
png,in goyng lecretely to ſuche 
as be naught, foz why - the 
wittes of the courticrs are fo 
fine.that they knowe not onelp 
what one ſayeth but what he 
thinketh.There ts neither litle 
no: great bet menne ſpye him 
whether he goeth, fro whence 
he cometh, # \ we he abtdeth, 
with whom he talketh, (11 who 
he truſteth,and what he wil db, 
ſo wel.that Þ curtens nap hide 
a perſon, but tohide Þ vices of 
the courtcrs is tmpoſſible.The 
courtier alſo ought not tobzag 


and crake that thynges halbe 
h.it, .as 


FI Hiſpzaiſe of 
as he would, he map not p2e- 
ſtunie to lpeake tothe kyng and 
tchuire audience as he himſelf 
luit:fot he Þ foloweth the court 
muſtc be as one that hath no 
mouth to lpeake, no2 hades to 
be atienged withal, beyng well 
aſſured that there 1s no moe 
loucty the court, then are clo- 
thcs vpon a barchozle. For he 
t!;at is in the court.and 16 nobs 
armed W pacience.tt had been 
nxiche better for Him not to 
hauccome out of his countrep, 
fozvepng a quareller x lcdict- 
ous f:low, in p court hc ſhalbe 
hatcd.and pataducture bant- 
ſhed fro thece, x then his xetur- 
ning halbe to hisvtter ſhame. 

alice + dilpleaſlures take - 
often an endin the village,but 
{1 Þ court is alwayes an oucr- 
| plus 


| The £Eourticrs life. 

plus of thetm » Xohat ts the 
catiſez Foztune I ſay of hcr, 
whiche hath the rule oucr thein 
who counteth fo2 a godvellc, 
whiche is ino2e feareo of a fo- 
liſhe opinton, then foz any po- 
wer (He hath ouer men. 

The courtter aiſo ought not to 
condilcende to that whicize his 
(fſualitie requireth.,but co that 
whiche reaſon docth perſuade 
him vnto.fozalmuche as þ oe 


demaundes more then nedec8s, x 
the other contentes him w eſſe 
then he hath. Fozaliniuche tht 
&s in the court. ther is fo nzany 
tables, to glutton on, ſowmanp 


= 


newe founde playcs to play at, 
ſo many quarelics to fight 
foz,ſo many matters to plcade, 
there 1s 10 cauſe to mertaule if 
the ſage be cheriſhed, and the 

| h.iul, diflolute 


JF Dilp:aiſe of 


diſſolute perſon blamed . The 
go9d mi withi1Þ court,ts as a 
nutte within the (Hale, # maty 
within Þ bone, x a perle within 
the cokle,and a role among the 
thoznes. {| donot lay reder, fo 
the qualitie and quartitie of the 
malice of the court, that all be 
vicious that be ther : Sod for- 
bid that it ſo ſhuld be,but whe 
7 call to rememb2zaunce we be 
all mortall men, F thynke it in 
manecr tmpoſſtble to ariue ſafe 
into the pozte,among fo many 
Syllas and Cartbdes.Ye will 
' ſap that the wilp and the ſubtle 
verſon there warcth oy. and 
that the great ſilmes ofmoney 
be there: Feofefleit;zJ would 
ſap yourfaiyng-tHuld be good 
tf they Þ were ot the beſt know- 
lege # the molt verteous non 
ct 


The Conrticrs life. 


ber wer auaunced fo2 therr v21t 
dence,as the other be by hazard 
and chaunce o2 by theft.fo2 the 
reward of vertue,ts not ltke to 
the rewarde of foztune. 

Jtem thecourtter ought not to 
geue pzelctes,no2 lightly take, 
fo2 why - fo2 to geue him that 
deſcrue3 it not, there lackes 
wyledome, Ind to recetue of 
him that one ought not, 4s a 
thyng but vile. 

Xoho that will exerciſe libcra- 
[itie,ought to conſidze what he 
geueth , andto who he geveth: 
foz it ſhuld bc but rollpt to getie 
that whiche one may not, 3 that 
whichehehinſelfe ncdes; And 
one ought to conlid2e the tyine 


and the end and the ſcaſon;and 


wherfoze he geueth. And 'if the 
_ _hatiit, 


courtrer 


I Dilpzaſſe of 


courticr geueſomethyng ouer 
libcralitie # without twit cauſe 
of recompentle of him whiche 1s 
out of credite and in the tyme 
that he begtnnety to declpne. 
Js not then the gifte cuti im: 
ployed? 18tt not to belameted 
rhat one geues ſoncr to þ flac- 
tcrer to tebſome feined o2 . 
tales, 02 toa teſter to make the 
laugh, oz toacommon lper to 
make them talke, o2 to a plica- 
ſaunt fclow tomnuent a lye, rc- 
ther their to a truftte ſervant 
thathath all þ dates of. Hts [tte 
d:lerued to hauc thake for his 
g9o0d leruice?Pet fozall this, 
mpyne entenc!on 15 notto yer- 
 fuadegreat me that they lhuld 
not geue to all men : but þ lay 
the true feruadites ough; to be 
ptcfcrred, becaule it 1s mo2e 
meter 


The £ourtiers fc. 


ineter that their ſeriuice Hould 
be rewarded.thcn the prelentes 
of ſtraungers conſidered, 
Whcna ma geucth to firaun- 
gcrs, the leruauntes fcyng the 
lame dzawe backe ;: ye may be 
ailured that they not cnly mur 
mure at that whiche 1s geuen, 
but allo accuic him of his v1n- 
gentle dede,and become a 102- 
tal enemy to him that the thing 
1S Geucen vnto.The gittes 1112- 
RES Aa 11an muche libicete that 
reccetueth the, fo2 allone os 71» 
man docth take of another on 
hozle 02 agounc,o2 ottcn (ttc 
with him at his tablc.hc biitdes 
huntelte therby to bearc him ta 
your, to defende his giarcl. ts 
kepe hun company.to take ;is 
parte, and to loue that that i;c 
toueth;Fud reaſon wil, that {1- 
h.v, thcis 
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thens one tcicth ptofite or ano® 
ther tyzat he be not vukynde, 
bowbvcit ict a manne beware to 
bind himſclf ſo muclic vndecr Þ 
wil of other men. that he therby 
fozgcticth his owne honeſite, 
S1)anp peng child2c diicended 
of an hone houſe go toÞcout 
# tine with them a good parte 
of their goodes ard conlume 
thctzme platyng, catyng.and 
Dn kpng,and biyng baudy X 
adultcry vnder colour of [car- 
nyng tyzerr behauto? : and re- 


{ozte to the great nicnnes hou- 


{es,to no othcr intent.but tobe 
much made of of the wher they 
takc a great repait. and after- 
ward fo play the yong wanton 
foolcs , that try ſpcnde rent, 


hono2 and all, And when the 
purſe is flat,their office 1s "or 


The Lourtices life, 


all the day in the ſitctes to the 
churches and to the palaice to 
alke newes x tidynges , on- 
ly to pype out lycs and fables 
at the 102dces boo2des, x all fo 
to go lcot fre. And ther is a lozt 
of pong men in the court, yea JF 
may ſay to yo, of thoſe þ haue 
beardes that neithcr have maz 
ſter no2 entcrtainers, that as 
ſoone as a ſtraunger conmecth 
to the court, ftraight wares thet 
boozde Him, (aiyng that they 
wyll ſhewe htin the faſhions x 
mancrs of the court. the plea- 
ſures of the palaices , the maz 
ner how to kepe him from de- 
ceiptfull felowes.and to cntcr- 
taine yong gcentlewomen. Aid 
thus þ newecome courticr that 
is pct a foole.in the meanc ſeas 
ſon ſhalbchadled in luche wiſe 


that 


JT Diſfptaiſe of 


that now goeth a goune.now a 
coate. atzother tyme a houſe, & 
ſoinetyine purſe and all . And 
therets another forte of men tn 
the court that buſicth theſclies 
with fo great auctoutie & with 
ſo litle viit,that after they haue 
vied Þ company of lome arcat 
(o2be, Tet wil Cend Him a lettre 
by their page, ſatyng they be 
p392C gentlemen, kynifolke to 
fome great men. and that they 
be there ſupng fo2 foie office, 
and that they haue a papment 
11 hand, wherfoze they require 
him tolende Him a certatn tum 
of monep: Ind pct are they 1 
n90 ({uche neceſſitie. but oncly to 
get ſomewhat, either tobuye a 
gay coate,o2 a hozle,oz to kepe 

aA who2e. 
There ts another lo2t of falle 
and 


The Lourticrs life. 


X beggerly courticrs.the which 
after thep be ones vled to the 
court, they go trom churche to 
churchec to atkec foz Gods like, 
ſaiyng they be poo2e (utters 
that thet love better to begge 
then to robbe,commending the 
(elfe to the pateſtes toLcgge fo 
them on-the poo2c partiizencrs 
when they pzcache. + ic fake a- 
gainſt reaſon the good þ poo:e 
men ſhould haue. 

There is anothcr (o2te of 
haunters in the court, that goe 
from one houſlc to a.other of p 
great eſtates and lo2dcs.cotn- 
terfaityng to be diligent fer- 
yauntes.tſatteryng þ ficward, 
the butler,and the cooke. x l1t1c 
ofthat whiche is lefte of the d1- 
ners, and goc their wates with 
their pockettes and thetr fic - e- 
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full of mcate fox to ſuppe with 
all. Ind ther is another mancr 
of ſozte that go two and two 
the and th2e together in a mox 
nyng to ſppe and ſee tf there be 
any thyng cutil kepte,and with 
that to looke anb to pzye if a 
ſwozde 02 a Spaniſhe cloke, 
02 a purſe be fallen aſide,tfther 
be,ther ſpi1gin a mery note this 
ts pronobis , Other there be þ 
fo2 to codUtct 4 defend a whoze 
when Þ court remoucs (as one 
may ſay moze then rufftans) 
they litze of the aaine of þ nuſe- 

rable womi.Inothcr hath falf 
Liſe. falſe marked cardes foz to 
bceetue the innocentes, wyrine 
tt3e!r money. x lccle their owne 
ſoulcs.And tyzerlackesnotin 
court olde women # wanckled 
trottcs þ after their harueſt - 

pa 


The Courffers life, 

paſt, cloke the ſpnnes of other; 
and beguile thoſe that be chatt 
and vndermine tuch as bc ina? 
ried, hurt their netgbours, (cll 
maydensto whozedome fot [11- 
cre,and do no21the them there - 
foe, wherot folowes that tizcſe 
olde whozes foinctyme (cll we- 
ches better chepe then fathers 
dolamperyes. O© behjolde the 
company of the court.the holpy- 
nes, the relig10.the brotherhed, 
and finally thc foule diſo2dcr 
of thelaine, And J lay foz my 
parte, go to the conrt who will 
and there abyde, and triumphe 
who will ; az fo2 wp lelfe { do 
remembie {4 ama chuften ma, 
and that Þ miiſt accompt for þ 
tyme FT haue lo, x therfoze | 
had muche rather to laboz and 


and 


dygge'# delic out of the court 
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2 Diſptaile of © 
afid be ſauev, then to be nighe 
the kyng., mp conlcience not 
cleaneno2 pure, 


The.xit.Chapiter, | 
C Thatin the courc of pzinces 
all ſay we will do (f, bur 
none dotr. 


' 


g/Y=5the great Pht 
{ | [oloper of great 
V [renoume am s 
'theErectans,lawd 
&-/ *\vpo atyme to the 
great Ilcrander Q uiliber in 
{uo negotio, hebctior eſt quamin 
alieno, meanypng, that comoniy 
£ucry man 1s mote blinded'imn 
his owne affayzcs then tn ano- 
ther manncs, And he lo lap? 
by very good reaſon;foz þ 
bc n:ennge, whiche foz to-geue a 
wiſc deliberate and lage coun-. 
ſel foxto reniedy a ſovain ml 


a... 


- The Lourtiers ſife. 
chiefe,hauc cxcellet wittes,fo' 
it be (m_ another mannes mat- 
ter. But in ther own affatres 
they Hane neither wittc to go- 
uerne their owne houles , noz 
table mind to couer their own 
Cayus lulus Caſar, 
Octayus Auguſtus, Marcus An- 
conius,Septimius Seuerns, Mar- 
cus Aurelius,and other tt great 
nombe , that were eftcmedin 
their putup bulynes , that 1s to 
3g rulyng of the comon 

weatth-wonders! wittie:but we 
reade that they were (o neglt- 
gentin goucrnyng their owne 


= des,their wines # their 


. 


rep2oche : therfoze 


ome it is muche'totherr 


JI Diſpzaiſc of 
thetr owne., and Had nedc/1f it 
might behoneſtiy ſayd)tohaue 
a rulerto rule them. 
Plurarch repoztcth- that the 
noble 4 valtat capitain Ni cas 
neuer loſt battell,-but cnely tm 
truſtpng to muche to hrs owne 
witte #1udgenicnt. And if we 
beleue Hiarcas þPhiloſopher, 
it is moze hurtfull to a manne 
to ſtand inhts owne conceipt, 
then to phaniye a woman : fox 
inlouyng a woman , aimanne 
burtcth but himſciſe : but in 
{hickyng to muche tohis owne 
phantaly. it may rcdound to Þ 
hurt ofa whole comon weale, 
All thts that 1s ſayd.ſhalbe to 
admonil} then that tary in the 
court .to be coucrſant with the 
;4r6y and lage perſons, with 
uche as be learned, and ſuche 
as 


The LCourtcers life. 
asShaue good erpericce: For Þ 
graue,learnes vertue:Dcilece 
ts acertaine gutde to a man: * 
expcricnce.ts the conſumacion 
ofall, Fo: although the cour- 
tier beyng young, be ncucr fo 
ſage, graue,riche oz tn fauot.he 
ſhall nede a father to-counſail 
bim,a bzother to perſyade him, 
aguyde to teache Him the way, 
and a maiſter to inſtruct him, 
and acozrecto2 to puniſh him? 
becaule the miſchicfes.craftes, 
X wickednes docth lo abounde 
in the court that 4t is tmpoſſt= 
ble that a man alone may de- 
fenvehim from all, and vtterly 
refiſt thetm. Fo2 in the court 
there ts none ſo high awaye to 
deſtrucctcn as foz a man to be 
goucrned onelp by himlſelfe , 
haue his owne ſwinge, F 

t \tt. The 


I Hifpuiſcok * 
- {The coirt 1s a perpetuall 
d2came, a botomeleſſe whozlez 
pole, an tnchaunted phantaſy, 
ant.a male : when he 1s im, he 
cannot get out till He be mox- 
founded, MOune of thebelt rez 
mecdycs chat the courtter may 
gctagamſtſ{o-many cutls ts to 
hane a taythfull frende. that 
Qatters him nothyng, but that 
rathect will cozrect ani rebuke 
hin at he gore home late, it he 
walke by ntaht, it he bea falſe 
player ol ater. But 
where ſhall we fpnde ſurhe a 
frende-Fo7 we le the frendſhip 
in the court 1s commonly vcd 
among yong courtiers in this 
ſo2t,that (olone as it.02.ttf.are 
met tee Mane falithep to 
quareliyna.,ftghtyrig.ryoting, 
lo _ there is tathcr occaſion 
geuen 


The Lourtiers life. 
p__ do-eytl,then good coil 
arſto reffaine . Therfozc he 
thathaunteth the court. it wcr 
metethathe had (ome freiide to 
whom without feare he might 
common of his bulyncs,zx that 
the multitude be alſo to hun 
common frendes. but aboue al 
one perfite frende. 
J would alſohe ſhould kepe 
himſelfe from the conuerſacton 
of ſedictous perſons.trom col- 
lericke perſons # Vacabondes, 
_ for the raſcall ſozte will ſaun- 
der and ſay, the &yng paycth 
naught:that thoſe be tn fayour 
haue all the ſwpnae. that the 
officers are pzoude, that mens 
ſeruice 1s cutil recompentſed. x 
the good bnknowen: Uoith 
theſe wozdes #luche other like 


the poze IT fozgettes to 
1 ,tit. ſeruc 
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JF Dilptaile of 

ſerue #begynne to murmure, 

Alſo the good ch:tltitan man 
ought not to cealle to amende 
hts life, fo2 Þ he Hopeth to ltue 
long: although thoic þ be olde 
there occupy theielfes rather in 
newe paſtance,then to cozrecte 
their olde (pnnes.Pe ſal fpnde 
theium that pzomile every day 
fo: to amende theſelfes in their 
age.xXyetneuerthcles dye there 
wotlec then dels : thecauſeis 
that they all Tay we wil do and 
pct neuer do, Therebe lome 
old dotyng fooles, whiche (hal 
bragge of the kinges #X pics 
whiche thep haue (crucd,of the 
chatigyng of offices pthet haue 
ſcen, and of the warres paſlcd, 
and of the great mutabilitic x 
chaunge of toztune. And yet 
notwithſtandyng all that wn 

ue 
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haue ſcen and endured, they be 
as gredy of gaine, and delight 
in pong and fooltſhe paſtymcs 
as though the wer newe to be - 
gyiitoliue. Alas mtſerable 
men that tn perpetuat trauail, 
and continizall 1020 we, and in- 
finite trouble haue paſſed their 
[t1es, cuen fro their fy2ſi tyme 
of knowleg?e. whiche ts; rvÞ.ye- 
res)to the time of manhod,and 
then fro that tymeto their do- 
tyng age, + all tohaue gained 
riches and imnereace imnrenoune: 
not in ail this tyme once re- 
mcnbre that in the ſeade of 
a true and perfite reſt , they 
pzepare fo2 thei ſeluts a hell 
both fo2 body and ſoule. The 
courtter alſo ought votitahtly 
to complaine of aduerlities 
whiche many tymes come to 
| fill him 


2 Diſpzaiſe of 
him,thinking that oftentynies 
though it be our owne faulte) 
we do coplaine of thinges wht- 
che ſhouldcomplaine of vs.tif 

thep had a toungue. 
aohabtyme a man ſeeth him 
ſelf baſe and1s litleeſtemed, oz 
poor & fo2gotten of the riche, 
and decetued of that he looked 
ſarely tohaue, incontinent he 
curſes his foztune and lamen- 
tes hts eull :'Jn $ meane while 
it 1s not tozxtune that hath thus 
ſerued Him, but him ſelfe that 
hath ſerched it and founde tf, 
Suche a manne thinkes to be 
quickelp riche, honozed x eſte- 
med, þſhortely after ſeeth him 
ſclke pooze,ouerthzowen,dilfpt- 
ſed,and blamed of all men,and 
cannot reuenge hiunlelfe, but 
onely ſay. he is vnfoztunate # 


vnhappye 
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it1s miſhap : whiche 1s not (o, 

 buthis owne foliy that makes 
bim to lcaue the lurette ofhis 
houlſc and p2zepareth himſelfto 
the hazard of foztune, and ther 
fozc hath no caule to complain 
dat of himſelf whiche chole the 
wayetoit., The beſt 1s,after 
that a man purpolcth himſcife 
to continue 11 the court, p then 
pactently he awayte and tarye 
the tyme of auauncement oz a= 
uattage thathc looketh fo2:02 
els if he cannot pactentlp diſſe: 
ble with the tyme, let him-not 
remaine there,to2 contentacion 
conliſteth not in the place, but 
in the ambictrous heart,zx troy- 
bled mynde. Ind take thts fo2 
atructh, ye that be courticrs 
that if.4t,02.tit,thinges ſuccede 
| ,vÞ, to 


bnhappy to the wozlve, x that 


JI Difpuaife of 
to your purpoſc ptoſperotſly, 
there (hall come a hundzeth os! 
ucrthwarte the (hynnes, either 
to yall 02 ko pour frendes. For 
notwithltandyug that Þ cour-: 
tiers DOPNgrS 4 delprcs cone 
to good palle,there [halve thin 
gs for his freild o2 felow that 
gacth all awzpe, whetbp often 
tpimes helamtecs Þ hurt of his 
freade, x that whiche 15 dented 
him mo2e then the plcaſure he 
hath cf y1s owne Hhappe: wher= 4 
fozc there ts alwapcs lacke o2 
_ falite of contentacton. 00pll ye 
any moce the beyng in court 
02 out of the court, ye ſhal here 
no nother matter, .chen . what 
newecs at the court-what decth 
the kyng-where ts herwhere is 
the counſail; and where Iycth 
the officers of Þ houſholdz _ 
this 


The Conurtiers life. . 
this ts moſt true, þ thep which 
dely2e to here luche newes,are 
as deſtrous to ſee newes 3 1d 
by this meanes the pooze wene 
to make theliniciucs riche, the 
riche tze moze to commaunde, 
and the lo2des þ moze to rule, 
© what a pleaſure ts it fo2 the 
to be 11 the court hopyng that 
the kyng may knowe the, that 
thoſe that be fauor map dye, oz 
that foztunc may Chaunge,and 
that they come fozwarde - Ad 
it foloweth, that in taripng 

the tyme, the tyme decct= 
ueth them, # then death 
taketh therm vn- | 
ware, . 
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The.ritt.Chapitcr, 
C That ryere is a \mal nomb2e of 


them that be good tn the Court 
. andagrcatuombzeof good 
_ In the comon wealrh. 


x @ 


ACE | Lbpng Ptol ona 
daye at ſupper withhim ſeucn 
Ambaſſadours of diuers p20- 
ufnces, moued a queſtion to 
them, whiche of al ther comon 
welthes gonerned them ſclues 
with belt lawes and cuſtoines- 
The fayd ambaſſadours,were 
Bomayns; Carthagintens, Ct- 
cttens, Rhodfens, Athemens, 
Lacedemonitens,x Cictonicns: 
among who the queſtion was 
effectually debated afoze the 
þpng.fozalinuche as euerp hp 


The Lourtiers [(fe, 
of thi beyngaffeccionatetohis - 
countrep aleged the wilett reas 
(on-Þ he coulv.The good king 
deſirous toknowethe trueth X 
the reſolucion_of the queſtton 
commaunded that eucry one of 
the Ambaſſadours ſhould tell 
of thc beſte lawes oz cuſtomes 
that were in thetr comonwelth 
the potntes,and that therby at 
might elclp be ſene whiche was 
better ruled and dcſeruedinoze 
ptaiſe. Then the ambaſſadour 
of the RKomaynes beganne-and 
honozed,Þ gouertlours obeyed 
and the euil chaſtiſed,The am- 
baſſadourof Carthage layd.gn 
Carthage thenoble men neyay 
ceaſe to ptepare tothe. ware, 
the pooze people to traueil.,and 
. the Philoſophers to mos A 


A Difpracſe of 
The ambaſſadour of the Cict- 
liens ſapd, Jn Cicill'ts true 
iuſtice executed,trouth is belo= | 
ned,and equalitte pzatſed.The 
Imbaſſadour oof theKhodiens 
ſayd, Jn Rhodes the olde men 
archoneſt;thepong men (hams 
faſt, and the women mcke and 
gentle. * The Ambaſſadour of 
the Athenrens fayd,thcAthens 
fs do not-ronſent that'Þ riche 
ſhould be parcrall,nozþ meane 
people tble.noz thegouctnours 
without lcarnyng . | The am- 
baTadour'of the Lacedemonts: 
ens ſayd.'41/Lacedeamony enup 
. rfines not becauſe al are cqual 
#11a2coucteoutnes becaulc all is 
$8itjzon, no: idlenes becaulte all 
th traucal . * The Imbaſſa? 
dottr of Cieromens fayd.tn Ct- 
c10n thep recetue no firatigets 
| nucntos 


The Lourtters life. 
tnuctozs of newes, rvoz Phiſt= 
ons that kyl thc whole. no2 avs 
uocates that makesthe pzocel= 
{es tmmoztall, 
\[\WOhen/ kyng Ptolome and 
bis companyc had heard theſe 
{o good and hol» obſeruanices, 
be p2aiſed greaily the inſtitu? 
cion of eucry ofthetmlatyng, 
that he could nct tudge whiche 
was the beſt, This hiſtozte is 
well woithp to be noted, and 
better to be folowed 2 And F 
beleue if 1n-our. dapes lo inany 
ambaſſadours ſhuld mete.dil- 
putingas theſe did of their c0= 
ion welthes,thet ſhould finde 
no thynges to blame #ſpeake 
cutl of (and that without com- 
pariſon) then to pzaiſe X cpmt- 
mcnde, Jn tymes paſſed the 
ous houlcs were fo well re= 
fozmed 


2 Diſpzaiſe of 
fozmed, the kynges themſelfes 
ſo wiſe,andthe goucrnours (a 
moderate.that litle oftfces wer 
chaſtiſcd, ard ounce tsthinkeof 
great offences fozbidden:to the 
entent that the chaſticement 
ſhould be tcrrcur to the endl. 4 
the p2chtbictor a plane aduice - 
- bnto the good: Jt 1s notſo11 
our common uclthes, where tis 
done (o muche cull, and com- 
mitted ſo many bitter offices # 
vnhappyncs chat thole whiche 
the auncientcs did chaſtice fo2 
deadly linnes by death, we dil- 
{cmble them to be but ventalll; 
the trtzans and wantons belo 
citcrtamed as though welacz 
Ed then ;: and not as mete ro 
be chated and d2yuen awap. 
YÞp {ady thewidow oz inp ma- 
litres thatis maricd,1ifthep fall 
to 


The Lourtlers [tfe. 


toleude andwanton liupng,ye 
ſhal not fynve one that wil ſap 
madi oz maſtres yebonought: 
but er ſixe hundzeth that 
ſhall pzocure her diſhonox. 
Thts 1s tn our tpime. luche ts 
our faſhion and niawers which 
cauſeth eutl : lo that he ts 
moe to be praiſed whiche map 
be called good in our common 
welth. then anp of the Conſuls 
of Rome,becaule that in þ olve 
time it was almoſt a monitrus 
thing to fyndc one eutl among 
ahundzcth, #nowit1ts a great 
chaunce to fpride one good a- 
mongeſt a hundzeth, 

holp (cripture ptaiſcth 
Ibztaham þ was tuſt in Calde, 
Loth that was iuſt (tn Sodom 
TDanpcl in Babylon, Toby in 
Niniute,andNeempas tn Da- 
k.t. malco 


JT Diſpraſſc of 
malco. And {tkewiſe may we 
among this Cathalog of holp 
men nomber Þ good conirtiers 
if there be any, buttt cannot be 
fozalmuche as none gocth a= 
bout to moue the courtiers to 
bertue, but that counſail them 
to petdicton, 

There ts in the court ſo maz 
ny vacabondes, lo many plap# 
ers, blaſphancrs. x decetuers 
that we niay be abaſhed to ſee 
{uchc a multitude: but it were 
& noucitte to hcare of the con- 
trary.foz whyzthe wozlde hath 
nothing in htsrolters but thoz- 
ncs.and for frutcs of trees.but 
[caucs.fo2 Vynes but bzyars,X 
[11 thetr garnerdes but ftrawe, 
and 11 their treaſures, but Al- 
cumyn. © golden woulde, D 
would deſired, O wotld paſſed: 
the difference bctwirte yoy and 
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bs is, that afoze you little and 
litle the wozlde paſſcth,but as* 
boze vs it 1s quite paſſed. Jn 
theD wozlde euery ma vnder=- 
taketh toinuent,to do,to begin 
and to make an ende of thathe 
will : and that whiche is w0ult 
of all, ltueth as he will;but the 
ende 1s right doubtfull. There 
is litle to be truſted in the © 
wozlde.And contrarywiſe litle 
to defende,litle to entoy; + very 
litleto kepe. There 1s many 
thynges to be delircd, many 
oc ns to be ameded, # many 
_. thynges to be lamented. Otir 
aunceters had theJron wozlv, 
but our wozlde may wel be cal- 
[cd the dirtte wozlde.becauſe it 
kepeth vs continually in a fil: 
thy myer, and alwapes we be 
there (11 deftled and rayed, 


Katt, The 


J Diſp2aſe of 
The.xi1.Chapitcr, 


Of many offaircs in the court, and 
that there be better huſbaudmen, 
then commonly 19 of courticrs. 


.—7' BcePoct Homer hath 
'-J/ £* | wiitten of Þ traucls 
6% ,or Ultres one ofthe 


kes : Q umcus Curcivs of Alex s 
ander and Darius ; Woples 6 of 
Joſeph,Ind ofthem of Egipt: 

Dainuel ofDautd x of Saul: 
Titus Ltuius, of the Romaines: 
Thuctdides of Jaſon, with þ 
Minotaure : and Saluſt of 
Jugurth # Cathclyne. J then 
willpng to folowe theſe good 
aucto2s . haue ectaben to 
w:ite the vnkynd trauailes of 
the court that the courtiers of 
our tyme haue which haue pas 
cienceenough for to a” 
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Fe it were ſo that God would 
thatthe moſt perfite men ſhuld 
be in the court.it ſhuld be tovs 
more then a fauite,notimcontt- 
netly to be a courtter:knowing 
that thcr can be no better tyme 
employed, then that whiche 1s 
beſtowed in hearyng the wiſe x 
ſage men:but when ali1s ſapd 
theplaces docth not better the 
men, butthe men.theplaces: 

Godknowes(foz example)how 
many gentle and good honeſt 
myndes laboz in the villages, 
and how many totes x lubbers 
bragge it in palaices , 


God 
knowcth howe many well oz- 
dered wittes and tudgementes 


is hid tn the villages,and hob» 
many rude wittes 8% wtake 
bzaines face and byace, 41 the 
court, How many * ; there in þ 

| court 


The Loarticrs life. 
court the whiche although thei 
baue offices, diguities, eſtates 
&Ep2ecminences, yet 11 the vil - 
lage ( after a maner of ſpea- 
kyng)with great pain they are 
got able to tule.r. men. Bowc 
many come out of p court co2- 
cectozs of other,that the ſelucs 
in the villages ſhould be co2- 
rected? © how many thynges 
is (ſayd amonacs the pooe [a- 
bozerswozthy to be noted/And 
contrary, [poken afoze pzinces 
worthy to be mocked? © how 
many 15 in the court that make 
thetm (elues highly to be eſte- 
med,not fo2 to be honeſt x djlt- 
t, but to coine In anctozitics 
how many ts there in the 
village fozgotten and not ſette 
by,moze foz lackcof fauor then 
fot either lacke of witte o2 dihi- 

k.ittti, gence 


ky 


T D(fp}aſle of 
geace : The pinces geue the 
officess Thoſe that bein fauoz 
haue thc entry:nature thegooy 
bloud:The parentes the patrt- 
mony:and Þ deſeruypng,honoz: 
but to be wile and ſage cometh 
oncly of God, and menne haue 
not the powcr to take it away, 
And if it were to thatpunces 
mtght geue good witte to who 
they would.thet ſhould kepe it 
fo2 theiinlclues, leyng thep ne- 
uecr lceſe,but for lacke of know 
lege. F take it fo2 aneuil point 
of ſuche as newly commieth fro 
the court to Þ village, # beyng 
thcre.rather vie mockpng then 
tall the bencfite therof, But in 
the meane tyme,thou ſect their 
manecroflite, pis,to go to bed 
at midnight and riſe at x.of the 
clocke, # tn makpyng readp till 

noone 
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noone, trimmpyng their buſſhe, 
02 bearde, and ſcttyng the cap 
y. And all the day after, to 
talke of his dariyng þ he bath 
tn the court, 02 of the battell of 
Granado whet he did mcruails, 
And ſome thcre be ob. thein that 
will lye and bzagge that they 
were at thetozney of Pauay w 
the capitaine Antony Deletua: 
at Tuncs with theEmperour: 
02 at Turron w Andzew Do- 
rta.And fo2 all his bzabling he 
was 10 better then a ruffian oz 
a zacar of Tholydo,o2 a knaue 
ofCozdoua.XWec hauc rcheried 
theſe thynges becoze waitten to 
cauſe our minton friſkers to 
leaue mocking of the pooze 1n- 
habitantes ofthe village.cite- 
myng theim to be but fooles # 
reds, Foz J belcue, if my 
k.v. matlter 


JI Diſpzaiſc of 
maiſtcr theEmperoz would ba. 
niſhe all Þ company of fooles, 
JF teare me he were like to dwel 
alone in the court. 

L ct vs (ay then,that very late 
ther ofÞ court know themlelfes 
and þÞ o2dcr of their life # pfcl- 
ſion, J meane Þ pzofeſſton of þ 
rcligto whiche ther Kepe ſtrait- 
ly.the whiche conliſtes tn this: 
thctp2omtle to picale the deuil, 
and to cotent the court, and to 
folowe the wazlde: They pz0- 
mile to be cuer penſife, ſad and ' 
ful of ſuſpicton: Thep pzomilſe 
alwapes to be choppyng and - 
chaungyng, full of buſpnes, to 
bye.ta [cl.to wepe,to linne.and*© 
neucr to refoume themſclues: 
They pmile allo to betagged 
and raggged, an hungred, im- 
debtedand diſpiſed; They ark 

F 
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iſt to ſuffre rebukes of Loz- 
des, theft of their neighbours, 
inturtes of collertke men, moc=- 
kertes of þ pcople. tep2oche of 
\ thetr parentes : and finally, 
miſſpng xlackyng of frendcs., 

Lo this is the pzofciſion and 
rule of the oblexuauntes of the 
court:whiche Þ wpll not name 
a rule, but a confuſton , not a 
02der but a diſozder, not a mo- 
naſtery,but a hel,and a religio 
not of bzethzen, but of diſfolute 
n7r(ons:no poze Dermites but 
coueteous worldely menne. O 
pitte, Olacke of good tudge- 
ment. The O:acle of Fpollo 
beyng aſked by the Ambaſſa- 
dours of the Romaines where 
lap the point fo one to gottern 
himſelf wel, The anſwer was, 
foz amannc to knowe well his 
owng 


| Z Difp2aſſe of 

owne eſtate x degree that ther- 
by one may rule his deſires, x 
budle his affecctos. The cour- 
ticr deſiryng al, 4 perceueryng 
tm nothyng, (hall thinke in his 
mynde.that if he get not im one 
perec ſoine fee 02 office,that it is 
not fo2 lacke of knowlege : but 
as a pcrſon igno2ant x toolithe 
blameth his foztune, and cur- 
ſcth the hour that euer he came 
tizcther, Wout calling to mynd 
that Þ court is as Þ Paine tre 
whole rote 1s a feadome vnver 
the ground, befoze that he ſhew 
two fyngers b2ede of leaues a- 
boue the grounde. #n like ma- 
ner,a man mult be long in ſer- - 
tice befoze He be p2omoted: 
pet lo muche reſteth that þ per- 
ſeueryng #abtdyng by it; cau- 
ſethaman tohope; Foz to = 

the 


The Courttcrs life. 


the tructh, it is ſcen.if there be 
thie whiche dclerue imo2e then 
thei haue,thcre be thze h@dzeth 
that haue moze their they de« 
lerue,/ © how leldome tymes 
doeth foztune that ſhe ought. 
foz todo 7 And how many ty- 
mes-foztunes hazard a chaficc 
docth better then the aſſurance 
of vertuc: becauſe ſhe mcaſyu- 
res her merites by þ euil Ieath 
07 opinion, and not bp realon: 
ſhe makes the water burne w- 
out fpze.the knifeto cutte with 
out ſtele, the Candle to light 
without flame, the mylil to go 
Wout water, # the cauſe is onlp 
her inconſtancy . Jf ſhe laugh 
mpþ court of any, it 1s but with 
her eares, Jf the wepe, it had 
been better neuer fo2 aman to 


baue come out of his houſe: I 
£ 


2 Diſptaiſeof 

ſh lifte any vppe aloft, it is to 
thzowe him doune agatn lower 
then he was: If lometymeſhe 
diſſcinble, it4s to take one in a 
trap. Let no man then truſt of 
foztune, fo2 ſhe 1s ſo variable, 
that ſhe neuer holdeth her pz6- 
mile of that ſhe geueth, neither 
by wozde noz yet by waityng 

that (He mabeth. 


The.xv, Chapiter 


C That among courriers 19 netther 
kept amiricno:} faptbhfulnes : fund 
bowec inuche the Courr 12 full of 
trauatl, -> cuanype# rancour, 
ETD FNe of the molt ex- 
{NN SSM ACceſſtue trauatiles 8 
(308, (nog the courtters | 
Wo; HIA is,thatnone 1s re» 
_ [ident there Wout 
he be hated 02 at the lcſt thathe 
hate:that is not purſued oz els 


doeth 


The Courtiers life, 
dotch purſue , that docth not 
mocke o2 els fs mocked. 
Indone vnhappy thyna is in 
the court , many there be that 
will do of their bonette to you, 
that gladly would le your hea- 
des of by the ſhouidtrs : And 
fuche there be that makes re- 
uerence vnto Pou that would 
hauehislcage btoken to ſe you 
dead and caried to your grate: 
Is (tnot a great pitic to be £6- 
yerlaunt all daye together, to 
laugh # make merpe one with 
another, and pet haue moztall 
hate: 'Js not this mo2e then a 
diſſimulacio,to honoz him who 
they would be glad to fee lcd to 
the gallouszOne thyng foz al, 
it is ambicton Xx to muche hope 
of ſharpe and bittcr foztune, x 
lacke of knowlege,of this.that 
amttic 


I Deſpzaſe of 
amitic well cbſerucd.ts muche 
wo2th tomoderate a manne, 
What lite, what foztunc, what 
tatt may hetake Þſceth Himſelf 
daily p2clent ti the court, wher 
ts ſo muche theit, babzy, mur- 
ders, poyloncrs.tcions, 4 trap 
tours readyto betrap and [cl] 
a man,and he hunſclft betraped 
and folde e And contrarywpſe 
what felicttie 18 it to be inthe 
con;panye of thoſe, with whom 
a man may faythfully recreate 
himſcife fearyng noman e Jn 
the court,there be gentlemen ſo | 
rooted im vengeaunce xhatred | 
that by no mcanc, requeſt, no 
gentiencs a manne map direct 
them fro thetr cluil ententes, in 
luche maner that they be glad 
to make watre with their owne 
bouſes,to Chaſe peace frothew 
ſelucs 


The Lourtters \ife. 


ſelues to the houſcs of thetr e: 
nemtes:z Xherby one may wel 


p2cluppole as 1s afozſayd,thit 


vnneth one may Hope to haue 
frendes in the court, and leſſe 
truſt;and the greater menne in 
p—_— p more afrayde they 
be to fall , Xohat then caules a 
man there to tary in ſuche tra- 
uatl: ' haue wonder that any 
can ſtuffre it oz hauc a heart to 
diſſemble it. D how foztunate 
is he that leadeth his life inthe 
village, with Þ meane buſynes 
ofhis litle poſſeſſion.in compa 
riſon of þ courtier whoſe eſtate 
_ ts ever bnhappy # of al partes 
miſcrable, that neuer ceaſes-to 
hope of thynges vaine, in p20- 
curyng vntult thinges # ſuche 
thynges that neuer can be de- 
termined, And if thonghtes 
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J DHifpzaſſe of 
were wynde, # his deſircs waz 
ters.it ſhould be greater daun- 
ger to laile tnhis heartthen in 
the maine ſea, Jn the court is 
one thyng { wotte not what, 4 
one thyng # knowe not howe, 
and one thyng { vndcrſtande 
not. vhiche cauſcth there ince(ſ- 
ſauntly complaintes, and con- 
tinuall choppyng and chaun- 
ayng , and cuermoze ditpite 
cnuy;and that worſt ts there is 
no itbcrtic to depart thence, 
The yoke of the court ts hard, 
the bondes faite tycd and the 
plough ſo tedious that thoſe 
that wene to be the firſt to try- 
umph.are the firſt that laboz # 
d2awe the weightre burdens, 
And luche as are poozc # tano- 
raunt men luffrc theſe intolle- 
rable trauailes, becauſc they 
would 


The Courtters life. 


would not be as lublectes in 
their owne countreps , and to 
haue a greater libertte to do 
euil, But God knowes what 
ſuche libertic coſteth them, that 
foz a ſhozte and vaine pleaſure 
vurchaſe totheinſelires, contts 
nual trauatil and perpetual bo- 
dage. (The p2opertie of this 
vicious libertie,o2 better to cal 
it this milcheuous ſubteccton, 
ts, that at the beginnyng tt les 
meth ſomewhat pleaſaunt;but 
in the ende al courrtes to a bit? 
terncs,lozow, and lametacton, 
chiefly when a man hath expe- 
rience by litle # litle of the vice 
that this life contepneth.Foxz if 
he accompany with women, he 
muſt flatter them.ſerue them,* 
intreate theim : Fnd if monep 
lacke, then muſt there be ſome 
deuiliſhe ſhift made, 


I Hiſpatſc of 
dcniliſhe nede. Fo2 why, when 
one commeth new to the court, 
my lady dame gozgious, [edes 
him a trayne, (he entertaynes 
him, ſhe makes muche on him, 
ſhe collecs him; but when (he 
ſpycth him to lacke,ſhc ſendes 
bim to paſture in the bare fiel- 
des.Ind if the tyme of eatyng 
come; the courtter muſt often 
tymecs fede with them, whom he 
would (ee caten without ſauce; 
Nowe.ith1s turne be to playe, 
therin 18 title pzofite:tfhe wpn, 
he muſt iiberally departe with 
the gaine to thole that ſtad by: 
t if he loole.they;reſtoze to him 
neucr a penny. Ind if the cour- 
ticrs turne be to ict , and to be 
mery.therin he findcth no fruit 
fo the courtters playe begtn- 
neth in tayze wozdes, # endes 
with 


The Courtſers life. 

with bzaulyng,chidyne,xftgh 
tyng. Ind fozalmuche as it 1s 
the wo2ſt life of al othcr lyues: 
Let vs conclude that there ts 
nothyng wozle then a vaine 
courtter,x an idle huſbandma. 


The.xvi.Chapitcr. 

By how muche the comon welehes 
and the courtes of the tyme pallcd 
wer mate pertfite theu the cour- 
tcs of the tyme p2eſcnr, 


== De kyng Anchyſcs 
EX A [|| did lament pdiltruc 
IS, | 1918 of the p2oude 
dA | Trope, done by the 
princes of Greece: The Quene 
Koſaine bewatlcd her huſband 
Darius. when he was oucrcome 
by the great Alexander. 
Jeremy the p2ophet coplained 
the eſtate of Babylon; when1t 
was helde mY" kyng Da- 
tit, 
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JI Oilpzaſſe of 
uid lamented his ſoonne Jbfo- 
lon whenJeab ktilde htm.The 
lady Cleopatra thought no no- 
ther but to dye foz (020w when 
hcr deare # welbcloued Mar- 
cus Antonius was vanqutſhed | 
by the Cmperour Auguſtus, 
The Conſul Marcus Marcellus 
lamented the citie ofDpy2acuſe | 
when he ſawe it on a fy2e.Da- 
luſt, Kome,cuil goucrned. The *? 
Patriarche Jacob his ſoonne | 
Joſeph : The kyng Demerrius | 
his good fatherAnmugonus whe | 
he founde htm dead at the bat- 
tail of Marathone. Ft ſhalbe | 
alſo conuenient that amonges 
thele wel renoumed princes we | 
ſhould lament the mtſeries of 
our tymer, tn the whiche we ſce 
thynaes lo mecrucilous, that þ 
ct1rt0us auctours ofthe tyme 


paſlcd 


The Eourtters lifc. 
paſſed neyer w2ote thynges (c- 
blablevnto them: Noz the men 
in thole dapes neutcr (awe the 
ike. Truth it is that the Chro- 
mclers in thole dayes w2ote 
what they would, Jn our tyme 
(cant any man dare fpcake, 
The Philoſopher Ariminitus 
hath wutten of p aboundaunce 
of Egipt: Demophs of the far- 
tilitie of ArabiatThucidides of 
the trcalures of Tyrus ; Aſcle- 
pius of the Pynes of Europe: 
Dodrillus tn the commendacion 
and p2ailynges of Grece:Leo- 
nides of the trtumphes of The: 
bes:Eumenides of thegouernc- 
ment of Ithens : I hetiphontes 
of the o2der that is kepte tn the 
court, and of Þ pzincely houſcs 
ofthe Dtctontens.: Pycheas of 
the p2ofite that came by þ1ytie 
[.uut, ſpcakyng 


Tz Diſpzaiſe of 

ſpeaking of the diſciples of So. 
crates : Apollinus of the contt= 
nencte and abſtinence that was 
kepte in ſchooles of the diyine 
Plato : Myronides of the great 
excrcile.and of the litle reſt that 
was tit the houle of Hyarcas : 

Aulus Gelyus of Þ temperance 
and litle eatpng,and of the mo- 
derate fleppng of thediſciples 
of maiſter Fauorimus : Plutarch 
ofthe wile women of Greece. x 
of the chaſte wyucs of Rome : 

Dyodorus, how thole that were 
inhabitantes inÞ Tfles of Ba- 
lyares caſte therr treaſure into 
the ſea for feareleſt the (traun- 
gers fo2 coueteoutnes of ther 
riches ſhuld make the warres, 
and to the centent alſo that no 
partcialitie ſhuld grow among 


themſelucs, 
Hearing 


f 


The Lourtiers life. 

Hearyng then all this that 
that Þ haue ſayd, Jdcmaunde 
ot the reader his adutſe what 
my penne ſhould wte of our 
tyme- Af we ſhould wute of 
bountie and veritte, we ſhould 
falſely Iye:Jf efriches,men be 
ſo gredy that all be diſpoſed fo 
deſy2e and hunger couctouſly, 
How ſhal we then pzaiſe Þ men 
of our tyme:Shal we ſap thep 
be hardy and purſſaunt x lear- 
ned, and we le that thet employ 
thetr myndes to nothyng.cls 
but to robbe and begiule eche 
one the other « Yow ſhall we 
pzaiſe thein of pzoſperitie and 
helth, ſeyng that the peſttlence 
and the Frenche pockes moe 
then common is among them? 
Bow ſhall we commende thetr 
continencieX abſtinence, ſeyng 
[.v. that 


Z Diſpzaiſe of, 


thatſcant in fiftie yeres pe ſhal 
not fynde one that will bztdle 
his luſt and deſyz2ez Shall we | 
. p2aile ther atletle reſt and of 
muche excrctle, when we lc that 
there 15A greater nombre that 
geue theimlelfes to idlenes and 
thcfery. then to honeſt traucls 
X pats: Yow ſhall we p2aiſe 
them of temperat eatyng.when 
we [ce in our dayes the belly 1s | 
mennes God-Yow ſhall we co | 
mend thetn fo2 Hauyng chaſt 
women and obediet,ſepng that 
there 1s nothyng moe comon 
among them then adultry- 

Shal we lay, they be not couc- 
tous.icyng that not oncely men 
ſerche golde and ſpluer in depe 
mynes.but men trauail to (ce 
it as farre as the Fndiens, of a 
bpneyarde [o [roſon of a tre [0 


d2y 
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d2y,of fruit fo varipe, of a wa- 
ter (0 troubled,of bzcad (o euil 
bake,of ſo inuchfaflc gold,of a 
wo2ld ſo ſulptcions, what ſhal 
we hope any other thercof but 
Etil x confullonz Let vs rcade 
that is wutten of the courtes 
of the punces of Siria, of Percia 
of Micedonia,of Grecia,and ft- 
nally of the Romaines:And lct 
v3 cofecrre thele to our courtes, 
and ye (hal ſce (uche euils and 
vicious cultomes in our com- 
mon welthes, that the auncien- 
tes dtd neucr attaine toÞ know 
'legchow to committeluche ab- 
hominacions,noz yct(F ſay)to 
tnuet ſuch cutls. Jnthole moſt 
happy times # golden wozldes 
an £cutl condictoned man ſcant 
durſt to haue ſhewed himſelfe 
in any honeſt copany;but ow 
aras 


# Diſpzaiſe of 


alas/a thing to be laineted)the 
wolde is fo repleniſhed with 
diſſolute x cozrupt liuyng.that 
it iS counted but 4 lmall taulte 
to beeuil, ercepte he be ſuche a 
one asts paſt al ſhame x grace, 
The courticrs wil not deny me 
but that whiles they geue atte- 
dance fo2 the vpriſyng of therr 
matſters.'they tell eche one the 
other what paltyme they hauc 
had the night befoze, how thep 
haute plaied,ſwo2ne and ſtared 
at their game, of their laugh- 
ynges , and the copanies they 
haue had w the gentle dames:; 
which of them was fay:elſt and 
beſt apparclled-and ſometyme 
in ſccret of thole that they haue 

committed adultery withal. 
And thus, as the wozlde ts 
newe.the inucctons are newe,Þ 
playcs 


The Lourtcers life, | * 


playes new,the garmctes new, 
ncwe {peakyng, newe maners, 
#new cuery yere,cuery moneth 
ye and euycryday,x every hour: | 
we ſee vices ſolargely dclated, 
and vertue fodimumlhed, that 
4 am aſhamed to wute it: And 
the true caule 1s,that in p court 
vertue hath many controllers 
and enemies,and vice innume- 
rable vpholders and mayntet- 
ners . Foz if there be bzought 
intothe court one [audable cy- 
ſtome, it 1s no (oner come, but 
furthwith it is chaſed awaye: 
Ind on the other part, vice can 
not lo lone appeare,but it15 as 
loone embzaced x entcrtained, 
The lagelawyerLygurgus did 
defend erp2eſſely by alaw that 


the ftradggers ſhuld not m—_ 
c 


no 


the lecretes of his comon w 


3 OHiſpjaile of 
no2 that his citezets ſhouly 
ble muche abzode, foz that 


purpoſe as ts (atd, that in meds 
Iyng with them;thep ſhuld not 
learne their vices noz theilt bay 
- betous condicions, 

n the tyme whett Marcus 
Portius was Conlull,ther came 
an excellent SBuſician out of 
Grece into Home, whiche fox 
becauſe that he put one ſiryng 
mo2e on hishatpe then was ac» 
cuſtomed to be plated withall, 
he was by the conlent of p peo- 
ple bantſhcd from Rome # his 
tarpe burnte: Powbeit in this 
our tyme, we could well agree 
with ZPuſtque,and would not 
paſſe how many ſtryngcs the 
harpe had: fo that men might 
agrec and ſtay thctm (clues, 
Plutarch (ayth that he ſaw once 

al 
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at Rome a pueſt of Grece ſto= 
ned to dcath in the great place 
ofCampus\Viarcus,beg6auſe that 
he dtd ſacrifice to the Goddelle 
Berecinthe in other maner then 
they were accuſtomed to be (a- 
crificed vnto, Sueronius afftr- 
meth that in.ttit.C.lrittt.yercs 
whiche was the tyme that the 
temple Vierges Vaſtales endu- 
ced,there was neuer found but 
tit. eu liupng perſons , wht- 
che were Domicia,Rhea, Albina 
& Cornelia, the whiche foz thetr 
offences were openly buryed 
quicke. Tf at this daye one 
7 would reailtre the names of 
ſuche like, to be ſo puniſhed, J 


leaue it to your tudgemet whe . 


ther there (huld lacke hagmen 
to do execuction., Trebelius Pu- 


blius ſayb that the Emperoure 
Aurilianus 
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3 D(lpzaile of 
AvrilianusQ_uinrus toke a gret 
frende of.hts from the office of 
Dictato2 j whiche was nained 
Rogerius,onely becauſe he had 
vaunſlcd at the webdyngof Po- 
{teria Auia HIS nigh nelghbour 
ſaipng.that the good Judge 
ſhoulbnot lcauchis araiuitie 
vie ſuche wtide and common 
plaics.But (o it ts, whatſocucr 
this Emperour layd, Jnour 
tytne we will geue licence to 
iudagcs toremeue thetr fecte as 
faſt as thcp will, fo that they 
holde their handes ſti], Jt (hal 
make no matter tothe poote 
plcader whether his tudge ſing 
02 daunce , ſo that he miniſtre 
tufiice with expcdicton,that the 
the 'pooNe man come not often 
tymes and geue to muche at- 
tendaunce. #n this cale it were 
very 


The Lourtſers life. 
1 very good to rayſe þ Emperoz 
1 Domiaan, whiche as Sueronius 
wittethmade a lawe,that who=- 
ſocuer pzolonged the pzoces of 
his cipant moze then one pere, 
that he ſhould foz cuer be ba- 
niſhed Rome . If this holp 
lawe dured to this daye, 
there ſhuld haue been moze baz 
niſhed in Rome and els where, 
then there are now citezens, 


The.xvii.Chapitcr. 

Of diuers noble and valiaunt men, 
that lcfrthecourte the greatcities 
and dzewe theim to their ptoper 
bouſles,moze by -_ then by 

if, 


neceſTi 
|Arcus Craſſus a cap 


taine of the Romatz 
\nces,was greatly c0- 
<= mended and p:aiſed 
fo: that he was valtaunt in the 
m.l, warre 


E:*!" 
NE | 
Wy 


# Dilpraile of 
warre,and wilc tn the buſynes | 
of his houſholde: This ts that 
Craſſus that folowed the parcts 
alitic of þ ConſuliSillaagatnſt 
Narius and Iuliuvs Cafar after 
Dictatoz . {Jt chaunſed on a 
tyine that by the foztune of the 
ſca.the ſapdCaſar waspuſoner 
to ccrratin pyzatcs and robbers 
of the (ſea,and he (ayd boldly to 
11.62.111,of the beſt of them that 
kcpt him faſt bounde, Ft docth 
(layd hc) aretic me muche, not 
fo that T am taken priſoner, 
fozalmuche as that is but Has 
zard of the warre,but ofp plea « 
(ure that myne encmpye Craſſus 
will taxe when He docth Heare 
of p n:wes . This Craſſus was 
Maiſter toa Philoſopher na- 
med Alexandrius, that gouers 


ned him as a father,countlailed 
him 
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him as a frede,and taught hin 
as a maſter: And this did he by 
the ſpace df .xviii.peces, whiche 
paſſed, then he demaunded 11- 
cence to returne to hts cotiitreys 
| Ind gopng his wap,ſapd theſe 
wozdes bnto Alexider:FJ aſke 
of the none other rewarde fox 
mp payne,noz foz my labozs in 

ng of thee, then to graiit 

that [l neter returne to 
the court agatne:x when Þ am 
gone that thou wtitneuer waite 
vnto me of thyne affaires,toz » 
FJ amſo wery of bepng a cour- 
tier.that Þ wil not onely leaue 
the court, but alſo fo2gettt all 
that cuer J ſawe 02 heard in tk, 
Denis of Siracuſe, albeit that he 
was a cruel tyzant,yet notwith 
ſtanding he was a great frende 
to the Philoſophers,and aho- 
m.tt, t02ct 
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no2cr of wiſe men. Ind heſlapyy 
that hc toke muche pleaſure to 
bcare of the wiſe and lage men 
of Grece, but he bcleued thetm 
not.bccauſe their teachynges 
were wo2des without dedeS... 
Scucn ofthe molte lagelt and 
beſte learned of Grece came to 
Stracuſe a citic where the (ayd 
Denys was reſident; thatis to 
ſap, Plato, Chylo, Demophon, 
Diogenes, Myrtho,Pyllades and 
Surranus the whiche medled 
moze of Þ affatres of Denis then 
he dtd of therr doctrin.Dyoge- 
nes dwelled a rt.ycre with him, 
and after returned to his cot 
trep, where hebeyng # waſhing 
of herbes toz hits diner __ 
Philoſopher ſaydto hum: Jf 

thou haddeſt not left þ ſerutce 


of Denis thou needeſt not now 
to 


, 
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to haue taken þ paine to wathe "Wi 
thyne owne herbes and make Yit) | 
them rcedp fox thy dyner. To gl 

' whom Dyogines anſwered: Jf | f 
thou couldelt haue becn cotent '4 
* | tohaue waſhed xeate herbes:þ it 

| 3 nedcſt not atthis tyme to haue 
been in the court of Dionilius, j 
Caro the Cenſo2 of whoin the "it 
names of Caro fy2ſt began,was ; 
eſtcmcd fo2 one of the wplelt of 
the Romaines;:And he was ne- 
ycr (ene in. Irvi1t. yeres{fo2 lo 
# log heltued) notonce tolaugh 
no2 to do any thing repugnant 
to h1s ſagegrattie, Plutarch 
ſaycth that he was in ſpcakyng 
pudent, gentle tn eoucrſacion, it 
in cozrectyng ſharpe x ſeuere, [| 
in p2eſentes liberall,in catyng l 

ſober, andin that that he pz0- 
miſed,(ure and certain,# in ex- 1 
m.n, ectiting | | 


' 
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ectifing juſtice irrep2chenſible, 

Aftcr the age of. lv. ycres he 
leftc the coitt of Rome, 4 with 
dtewe yimlclt to alitle vitlage 
nigh to Picenc, which 1s now at 
this p2elct called 1'uzol:x there 
hc paſſed þ reſidue ofhis yeres 
in quiet and relt,accompanyed 
only with his bokes, # takyng 
fo: a ſinguler rcecreacton foz to 
go twilc 02 thutle aday to walk 
in the fate ficldes 2 the vines, 
x htmlelfe oft tolaboz in them, 
Ind it foztuncd on a day when 
he was abſent from hts houſe 
that one w2ote with acole vps 
his dooze O felix Catogrufſolus 
ſcts vivere, whiche ts tolap, © 
happy Cato, thou only 6noweſt 
how to ltue, 

Lucullus Conſull and capi: 


tain,a Komain, right valiant, 
bzought 
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bought to an end the warrea- 
gatnf the Parthes whtche had 
continted by the {pace of.rvt. 
percs, wherby he gat great ho- 
no2 of the cttezens of Kome, x 
immoztall renounce foz himſelf 
and great riches foz his family, 
7 Ind it 1s ſayd of him, that he 
onely of all the Romaines dtd 
entoy peaceably in hts age,thc 
riches that he had wone 11 hts 
yollth 111 the warres., And after 
when he came from Alta x law 
that the common welth was tn 
deuilion betwirt Marius 4S11la, 
he determined to leaue Rome # 
make a houlc tn the countrey 
ntgh- to Naples vpon the ſea 
{yde(nowe at this p2eſent tyine 
called $ Caſtel of Lobo)which 
be edifted and {tued there rvtit. 
_ {0 great tranquiliticeIis 
| mt, houſe 
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houſe was haunted with manp 
pcople,(pectally with great ca*- 
- pitaines that went into Alta, 
and with Ambaſſadours that 
came from Rome, whiche he re- 
cetucd very gently x4 bentgnly, 
Nne ntght when his ſeruayn- 
tes had made ready his fupper 
with a lelſe dyet then he was | 
accuſtomed to haue, they excu= *? 
ſyng theimſelues that they o2- * 
dained the leſſe becauſe he had * 
no ſtraungers ? He layd vnto ? 
thctin, although layd he , that 2 
therebeno ſtratgers withme, 
knowe not you that Lucullus | 
muſt ſuppe with Lucullus, 
Plutarch fpeakyng of this va- 
liaunt mannes erercifſethathe 
did after he was retived to the 
place afozeſayd, ſayeth that he | 
delited miche in hyntyng.and 
hawkyng 
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hawkpng, but aboue all plea- 
ſures he molt delited in his Ltz- 
brary,there reading and dilpu- 
tyng inceſſantly. Helius >per - 
cianus fapth that Dioclelian, af- 
ter that he had goucrned the 
Empy2e rviu.yeres.to:ſoke it, 
and wentc to take his pleaſure 
inthe ficldes, there 11 quiet to 
cnde the reſidue of his life, ſat- 
png : that it was tyme fo2 him 
tolcaue þ dadigerous eſtate of 
the court # get him to a peace- 
 ablelife in the village. Two 
peres atter hc was thence rety- 
red.þ Romaines ſent vnto hin 
a ſolemne Imbaſſade to inutite 
and delirehim effectyouſly that 
he would take pitic of Þ comon 
welth,: and rctutrne.pzomiiyng 
bim that ſo long as they lt1ucd 


thargnd none hauc the name 
m.v. of 
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of Emperour but he, Nowe 
when » Aiftbaſſadours armed 
athis houlc,they found him in 
a litle garden wher he was [ct- 
tyng of Lettys and Onpons: 
Aid hearyng what they ſayd 
vnto him,he anlwcred im this 
wile: Do you not thynke mp 
frendes,that it its muche better 
fo2 him that can ſowe h15 Let- 
tys.and afterwarde plcalantly 
and mercty to cate thelame, lo 
(till to exerciſe himfelfe, then to 
rcturine+ entre into the goulte 
of troubles in a comon welth? 
J haue aſſaicd bothe,J knowe 
what it1st9 commaunde in the 
coutt, and what itis to live X 
labo: inthe village , whertoze 
I p2ap pou ſuffre mc here to a- 

lde in pactence,foz Þ deſire ra 


therhere to liue with the =y 
0 


The Lourtſeys life, 
of my hades , then in the ſozow 
and cares of an Simprre. Note 
by this exampic that the itce of 
th? labozer 1s mo2e to be deſt- 
red, then the life ofa p2ince. 
Cleo and Pericles ſticceded 
tithe rulyp1g3 of the common 
welth after >olon,a man cxcel- 
lentip lerned ad wel eftcined, 
: andfaken among the Grectas 
2 fot halfa God, by the reaſon of 
| the wyſe lawes he made amog 
the Athentcns: Thele two no - 
ble gotternours were muche be 
touedbecaiſe that(as Plurarch 
telleth) Pericles whiche.rrr.ye * 
res had the adminiſtracts of Þ 
buſines and affaires of Þ citte, 
was neuer ſene to coine into a- 
ny mans houſe but his owne, 
no2 yet to (it in any open place 
among Þ comon people, ſuche 
a gralittie 


T Dilpzatfe of 


4 grauitie was tn him, 

Aboute the yeres of his age 
whiche was. lr, he went from 
' Athens to a litle village;where 
he ended the relt of his dayes, 
ſtudipng and paſling the tyme 
in huſband2ye; Yehad a litle 
ſmall gate oz wicket in the en- 
tryng of hts houle, ouer which 
was wzitten Inueni port, (pes, 
& toctuna valete (That ts to 
ſay.fozalmuche as now(and be 
fo2cÞ hauc knowlege of vant- 
tee)J haue founde the pozte of 
reſt, fye of hope, and foztune 
farewell, By thts example; no 
courtier can ſap that hc leadeth 
a ſure life, but onely that cour- 
tier whiche doeth as this wple 
captain did, withdzaw Himlelf, 

Lucius Seneca, was as who 
ſhuld ſay,a tight leder to good 

| mancrs 
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tmaners, # a inſtructer to good 
letters to Nero the lixt Empe- 
rour of Kome, with whoin he 
taried.xx(ift.yeres, # had great 
# doynges of thiges pertainyng 
* tothe comon wealth.as well of 
puuate caules asotherwple, be 
cauſe he was (age and of great 
experience. Ind at the laſt, coz 
myng to great age and weryed 
with the continual conflictes + 
buſpneſſe of the court, lcfte the 
court and went and dwelt in a 
litle mancion he had nigh to 
Nole Campana , where he ltued 
after,a long tyme as witneſlcth 
bis bookes De officiis, de Ira, 
de bono viro,de aduerſa forcuna 
and other bookes whiche were 
tolong fo reherle, At laſt{foz- 
tune and 'mannes malice did 


their office) Nero comaundcd 
"ah bim 


IM 2 Dilpijaiſeof _ 

him tobe flaine, not fo2 that he 
had committed any creme wox- 
thy to Eye,02 Done any thing os 
thcrwile then an Honeſt manne 
ought todo; but onelp becaule 
the lccherous Lotmicia | hated 
him : Note well reader this ex- 


ample, that fon:ctyme foztune 3 


p:1cſueth him that. foxſaketh þ 
court, alwel as the courtier, 
Scipio the African was ſo eſte- 


1mcd among Þ Bomaines, that | 
In, rtit. yeres, whiles þ he was | 
[11 the watres heneucr loft bat- * 


tcl; 1d yet made he warren 
Alta, Europ, and Attrica, and 


to thls, ncuer commutted acte ; 


wo:thy of repÞzoche; - And pet 
he wanAttr:caand puttolacke 
Cattyage. bzought in bodage 
Numance, OUcreame Hannibal, 
and reſtozed ome weakened 

and 


| 
| 


F 
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and-nere deſtroyed by the loſſe 
they had at þ battail of Canes, 
Ind yet for all this, beyng of þ 
percs of, lit. he withdzewe him 
fro thecourtof Rome to a litle 
village betwixte Puzoll and 
Capua, where he liucd a ſolita- 
ryiife, and fo content withal, 
* that whilcs he taried there a rt, 
: peres ſpace, heneuer centred in- 
toltome no! Capua, 

* (The dfuinePlaco was bo2ne 
! tn Licona,and wasnouthed in 
* Ecipt, and learnedin Athens: 
It 15 red ofhim,that hc anſwe- 
red Þ Ambaſſadours of Cirene 
that required of him lawcs to 
gouerne thcim ſelues in ſure 
peace, this wile: Ditticilima 
eſt homines ampliſſima forrma 
ditacos legibus cotinere, XOhich 


isto vudcrſtand, that itis hard 
| Tx. o 
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to bzyng to palle to make riche | 
men to be ſubtect to the rigour 
of the lawce. Toronciude, Plato 
not willyng to abide loger the | 
clamoz 4 crp of the court, went 
and dwelt in a litle village two |. 
mylcs fro Athens called Aca- 
demia, where the good old man 
attcr he had taryed thereyxiim. 
yercs , teachyng and wirtyng 
many notable doctrines,cended | 
there his moſte happpe dapes, 
After the memozyeofhim , the 
atictentes called Þ village Aca- 
demia,whiche 1s to lay m Eng- 
liſh, a ſchole:The coctuſion ts | 
that all thele honourable ſage 
p2inces # wiſe menne,leftMo- 
narchies, kyngdomes, cities, 4 
great tiches,and went into the 
villages,there to ſerche a poze, 
an honelt , #a peaccable yo 
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ew EI wil ſaye that ſome 


þ court.to be there 
_ and baniſh ed aud reby- 
Led. "put of their - wil and fre 
libertie minding toliuea quiet 
and honeſt life oz thep dyed, 


e.rviit, Chapiter, 
C The Auctho? complained with 


great reaſon, of the peres that 
© be loſt in the courc. 


I Foy X0yl deinaunde of 
W 8 myne owbne lelfe, 
AY mine owne life, and 

2 Lt make accoumpt of 

thelame, to the en 

tent that Þ will conferre mp 
yeres to my trauefles, and my 
trauailes to imp peres , that it 

. may appeare how long Jlefte 
live, and —pabeas.. to dye 

(gentle reaver hath 


- 
- 
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not been a life, but a log deaths 
my daics a play new to2 to be- 
gyn : mp yercs a vertp tedious 
d2came:my pleaſures Scozpti- 
ons :11p youth a tranlitoue fa- 
taſy.vVp pzoſperitic hath been 
no p:olperittc ; but pzoperiy to 
ſpcake, apatnted caltell,and a 
treaſure of Flcumpn, 

Jcame to Þ court very yong, 
where Þ ſawdiners maners of 
offices and chaunacs, cucn a- 
1ong Þ punces that { ſcrued, 
Ind { hauc aſſayed to trauail 
by ſcaand by lande,and mp re- 
compence was much moze ther 
F delerued:and that was this, 
that ſometymeF was in fauoz, 
and {oinctyme out of tauot. J 
hauchad erpericnce of pſomer 


ſautes of deſtines: { hauehaT 
in the court fredes &-enemies? 
I,1 haue 
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TJ haue had falſe repoztes : P 
| bhaue been euen nowe glad and 
mery,and furthwith ſadde and 
ſozp : to daye riche, to m020we 
* poote; now mounted bpward, 
; & ſtraitethzowen doyunewarde: 
' This hath been to me a ma(- 
 kyng, where Jhaue loſte both 
money and tyme, Andnowe 7 
' (ayeto the mp m_—_ what halt 
| thou gotten of this great 102- 
ney? The recompence ts thts, 
| thatJhaue gotten there a gray 
head, fete ful of Þ goute:mouth 
WHout tethe:raines full of gra- 
uel:my goodcs lapd to pledge: 
my dody charged w thought: 
_ my ſoule litle clenſed from 
ſynne. Ind yet ts there moze 
ſcyng Þ J mult nedes ſpeake, 


that 1s, that J hauc returned 


my body ſo wery,my indgemet 
nt, lo 
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dull.mp tyme ſo loſt. the beſt. of 
mp age ſo palled, and that is 
wozſt of al, 4 founde no taſt in 
any thing that is in the wozlde: 
ſo that to conclude, J ain of my 
ſclfe al wery of mp lelfe.W0hat 
ſhouldJ more tell o2 ſay ofthe 
Altcracton of my life, and of the 
chaunges of toztune ; 'Þ came 
to the court innocent, and come 
from it malictous: Þ wentthi- 
ther truce and meanyng truth, + 
returned a lyar: 4 went thither 
humble , # returned pzeſump= 
tuous:Þ wet thither ſobze,and 
returned a gurmand x glutto: 
1 wente thithcr gentle and hu- 
inatne.and returned cleane c0- 
trary.Finally tn goyngthither 
J marde wy ſclf in all pointes? 
And J haue no cauſeto-lapeÞ 
faut un my malters,fo2 Þ vices 
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ſoone learned Wout a maſter. x 
cannot be fo2gotten without a 
cozrectoz. © miſerable that { 
am, Þ kept in the court an ac- 
compt of my goodes.to knowe 
how they were waſted, and not 
fo2 to dilknbute thetm to the 
poo:e:} tokehede of my honoz 
fo2 to encreale it,not foz to bet- 
ter iny ſelfe by the tyme: J| toke 
care of themthat ſhuld pay me, 
to know what was owpng ine, 
and not that Þ might gctteto 
p2ofite the pooze withal,but to 
pfite in riches and not in ver- 
tue. {helde an accoumpt with 
my ſeruauntes , to none other 
purpole,then to know howlog 
thet had been with me x {erued 
me, + not to enquire what life 
jetled:Finally,Jheld a codipt 
of mp Ufe; but it was moze to 
| n.itt, conlerue 
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conſerue tt, then to cozrect it. 
 Lo,bcholde,this was my ac- 
coumpt, this was imp calcula- 
cton,thts was the Arlinctrique 
that J learned in the court. 
Let vs yet go alitle further 
and fe mine exerciſes. {Þ neuer 
wasyet in the court but'Þ fotid 
to whom 7 bare malice, oz cls 
that enuted me . Þ was neucr 
pet t11 the palatce but F founde 
a window open, and a courtier 
murmur, F neuer yet ſpake to 
punces, but went from them 
not cotented tn my mynde with 
ſome parte of their anſwere. FJ 
neucr yet weut to bed without 
complaint, noz neuer dtd ryle 
Wwout aligh. Jf Þ went about 
fo do any good thing,my great 
affatres hyndered me . + Jf Þ 
would ſtudy, mp felowes letted 
me 


- an £4 A a es wt oe*. 7.4 
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me. Jf Þ went to take any ho- 
neſt and quiet paſtyme , mync 
atfaires would not permit mc. 
JfJ kept mp fclte ſolitary and 
from companye.my thougktcs 
marty2ed me:Finally ther was 
neuer any thyng that fo vered 
my heart as the lacke of itnonep 
in my purſc, Ind yet all thy1s 1s 
nothyng, remembzyng that F 
was euer envyous to ſuchc as 
were myne cqualles:a flattercr 
to mp ſupcriozs, and without 
itte to mine inferto2s:x where 
phanſted onc, 4 bare hate al- 
moſt to all other. F found cuc- 
ty man wozthy of rep2ofe, but 
again{t my ſelfe Þ could not 
ſuffre a wo2de to be ſpoken. O 
howe fo2gettull Haue J been, 
ouldfo:get oz a mo2- 


ſell of meate had been put in 
n.it, mp 
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_ mymouth, and haue talked a- 

loude to my (elf alone,as it had 
been one that had been madeD 
how often hath chaunced me þ 
in commyng from the counſad 
wery,oz fro Þ palaice thought- 
- full, would not heare myne 
owne ſeruatites ſpeake,no: dil- 
patche ſuche as { had to do w- 
all: Ohow many tymes haue 
1 been ſo d2ouned in buſpnes, 
. that JT could not moderate my 
penltuenes,although my fren- 
des did counlait ine to the con- 


trary:© alas.how many tumes - 


hath my mynde pzelled me to 
leaue the court and the wozlde, 
and to yelde mp lelfe to ſome 
ſolitary belert,as anHeremitez 
becauſe Jſawe þ kyng auatice 
hin and htm, aud { putbacke 
as a perſon halfe delperate, 


i 
% 
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Mozeouer to fIftl my trauatz 
les,alwates F wente alkyng + 
ſerchyng newes of the aftaires 
of p court;alwaies harkenyng 
what. one ſayd of another : ai- 
wates (ſpiyng and watchyng:X 
all this conſtdered, Þ found by 
myne accoumpt.that j [11;cd11 
heauynes, captiuitie.ano late 
of damnacion. 

Let vs yet go fatther: Zf J 
were riche,one 02 oti;cr (ſerched 
foine meane to deuour me: 4f 
F were pooze, Þ found none to 
luccour me ; my frendes cryco 
out vpo me, and mine enemtcs 
ſought mp death. Ouermuche 
bablyng of the couttiers b1akec 
my bzarnes: and muche ſilence 
made me to flepe,and the ſolic:- 
tude caulcd me to be {ad: Ard 
IT Onene oppciird 
1.9, nie 
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me : mttche exerciſe weryed me; 
aid idlencs confounded me. 

To coclude, Þ ſoburdened and 
vered my ſclf in the court with 
lo muche trauail i naughty 
ncs,y { durlt not dcſire death, 
although {# had no deſire to 

LUC, 


The.rir.Chapitcr, 

The auctho: makcth accoumpt of 
the vertucs that he loſt in the court, 
and of the euilcutcomes thathe 
learucd therc, 


. —Ut nowe fo p20- 
"ſe LW Iccde., my foztunc 
4 IO < paſſed, my fredes 
\ [dycd,my fozce de- 

4 3// *}cated.andwp firſt 

—---falhios failed:M 
y al mp paincs had beenended 


—_— 


at the firſt tyme when J __ 
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 tothecourte,howe Hhapbye had 
that been foz me? but nowe all 
conſumed, F complaine ſingu- 
| lerly of mp traitorous hcarte, 
' which would neuer ceaſe to dc# 
{ (tre vatn thinges, and the cur- 
: ſedtong to ſpeake ſclanuderous 
: thiges.© gentle reader.be not 
* wcry, if I tel thee in fewe wor- 
+ des the difference betwirte Hin 
; that Þ was when Þ went fir\t 
- tothe court, x that Þ am nowe 
ſince Þ haue been in the court, 
| Firſtand befoze that Þ did caſt 
my ſelfe into this perilous la- 
byunthe(which ts to lay a p21s 
 ſonfull of all ſnares) Þ was a 
00d deuout perſon, getle and 
earefull:and fince Þ haue icr- 
ned to be a mtſchieuous felow, 
flowe 40 doyng good, and litle 


02 nothing regardytig p oap'> 
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pf mp ſoulc.'Þ went thether be- 
png very pong and of good dif 
policton.and came from thence 
dee, 4 mo2c then ſpurblynde, 
and nomore able to go then he 
that is full of the gotte : And 
bitefely an olde gryſard, ful of 
ambicion.in ſuche wyle.that 

am (o vartable, that ſcant 

knowe on what grotunde to let 
my feete, Py heart was of ſo 
dep2aued a ſo:t, that it dcſired 
to be diſcharged of all acctons, 
and-yet fo2 all that founde no 
nother but peril and tozment, 
Sond2y tymes { purpoſed to 
leaue the court, and ſodenly F 
repented, @Pometyme Þ pur- 
poſed not to come out of mp 
| lodayng.xſtrait wates Þ was 
enfo2ced to trot a trot © the 


coyxt-Dometpme Ipurpoſe 


| 


1 
” 
p 


| 


' many a fooliſhe 


 ces,and that {] came ofa noble 
' houſeand auncient ſtocke . cx- 


The Lourticrs life. 

not to come to the palatce, and 

O2 Þ were ware Þ was com- 
pelled to go thither lometymne 
02 it were day. 4 purpoſed to 
benomore vered.z ſodenly mp 
ons augimeted, And it ko- 
owed that my good parpolcs 
ceaſed and went fro me ; atid Þ 
did that was leude#naughty. 
Behold how Þ ltucd of wynde 
and of fooles timaginacions as 
courticr doth, 
haue phataſted with my ſelf 
inthecourt ſometyme)that { 
gouerned the kyng # the pzin- 


cellent in [ciece, great in fauoz 
and beloued of all men, ſage 11 
counſatl, moderate in ſpcaking 
in Hence. a wiityng, pztdent 
and confozmable - 
a 
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all. But when 4 waked out of 
my fo!ly as from a d2eame.and 
| looked to wp fkeete, 4 knewe | 
caſly that4 had bon falſe wit- | 
ncs to my [cife of this golden # 
picaſat imaginacton,xſawe-of | 
truth in other,Þ which J d2ca- 
mpnaly imagined of my ſelfe. 
F icrched the wate how to be 
cliemed of cuety ma.holy, wile, 
gentic,cotent, # of a good 3cle, | 
and a ſea of ſadnes, Lo this | 
fauite hHappencth to courtiers ! 
as 1t 51d vnto nie,Þts,to toyne * 
foliſhe libcrtie with vertuous *' 
hono2, whiche be two thinges 
that catinot agree,bcrcaule that ! 
dii02dinate will 16 enempye to } 
vertue and Honot. But to2 my 
part good reader, 4 geue than- 
kes vnto God, mp affecctons 
be ſoinewhat-waſted-andmor- 
titted 


% 
F 


- -. 


T he Courticrs life, 

| tificd, foz J was woont b/ 
| in ſerutce,to dclire daily t 
/ court might remote: Ini 
| X care not though ſcldo 
| ieuer J come from mph 
| Jhadaſpeciall lyſt to hat 

; foz newcs, Ind now þ care n. 
fo2 them at all. Þ ſaw the tyme 
' when 7 loued not to be out of 
/ company, Ind now 7 dcſire no 
: thyng moe then to be lolitary, 
' 1 was wontto dclite to heare, 
| to ſee tuglers, daunſers, lyars. 
| and daliars:And now ſo todo, 
' wer to me mo2e then death. Fn 
: like mancr {| was wont to ſo- 
lace mp ſelfe in Fiſhyng, Þun- 
 ting,ſhootyng in the PDackbut: 
Ind nowe J mynde no nothcr 
but to bewaile and lament the 
tyme ve loſte ; and call 
to a", the ficlt cyme that 


the 


- 
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the Emperoz toke me inkohis 
ſcruice.fro thence where T was 
noulhed from mp tend2e yeres 
in great feate, # not knowyng 
what the wozld was, but orcu- 
picd onlp tn mp deuocions and 
lernpnges:Þ often role at mtd=- 
night, comfozted the ſicke, } 
red the goſpell and other good 
bokes of good doctrine.Briek- 
ly.cucry ma did Helpe me to be 
good, and chaftiled me fro evil; 
Jf Þ did well, J was pzaiſed: 
if J did eutl,F was cozrectedtif 
7 were heauye.4{ was comfo2- 
Ty ifJ were angry, J was ap- 
peaſco:itin any agony, my fre- 
des p2ared ko God fo? me: © 
what caiteHaue 7 to repent 
out of meaſure , thus to haue 
forfaken reſt and godl wy 


and tohaue Orr . 


wt 
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dignitie,in which the Emperot 
ſet me: fozaſmuche as a verte- 
ous life ts þ hauen of all good, 
and the Epiſcopal dignitie the 
ſea of all daungiec, Lo how Þ 
haue paſſed my goodyeres t- 
out emploiyng mp tymk wel, + 
Wout knowlege what my foz- 
tune ſhould be, Jdo therfo2e 
admonithe the reder,to do bet- 
ter thenJ haue done in Þ court, 
if $ be there,oz els to fozlake if 
tn a better houre then 4 haue 
done : fo2 (0 doyngthou ſhalt 
declare thy ſelfe, that thou halt 
determined to litie ſagely and 
well aduiſed, i 


The.xtxr.Chapiter, 


The auctour taketh his leaue _ 
. ofthe wotlde with great. 
eloquence, 


0.1, Fare 


a 


»# 


I Diſpzaiſc of 
FJ Ircwcll wozld, foz- 
A atmuchas one can 
- nap .truft of þ 
Jo2mn 
iy houle{ 0 wo2ld) 
the HAR 1s paite.,.and that 
whiche 1s p2elent gocth loone 
away.and that whiche:1s tobe- 
gyn,conyeth wondexouslate, 
fozalinuche as he that thinketh 
himſclfemott ftirme;faneſt doth 
fall.the moſte Gronacſ ſooneſt 
Pocth bacake;and perpetuities 
ſooncſt decap.n ſucheſo2t that 
thoſe which be dcliinate toline 
an had2cth percs.thou ſuffercſt 
him not of all that time.,to live 
one yerc in quiet, 

Farewell wezlde,foralmuch 
as thou takeſt, 4 rendcreſt not 
againe, thou weryelt,but com- 
fozteſt not, thou robbeft, but 
makeſb 


— 


= 
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makeſt no reſtiftucion,pqua- 


relleſt, but doeſi not pactfte, x 
accuſeſt befozcthou haue cauſe 
to complaine.# geueſt ſentence 
befozc thou heareſt the parties, 
even till thou kill vs, and then 
burtelt vs befozc we dye. 
Farcwell wozlde fozaſmuch 
as in thee, noz by thee,there 1s 
no toye Wout trouble.no peace 
without dilco2de.loue without 
fuſpicion.reſt without feare.a- 
botudance without fault, honox 
without lpotte, riches without 
hurte of conlcicnce . noz high 


eſtate but he hath ſomewhat 


that hecomplaineth of, | 

Farewell wozlde.fozaſlinuch 
as in thy palaice pzomiſes are 
made X neuer kepte, men lerue 
and haue no rcwarde, they are 
inuited to be decctued, they la- 
0.1t, botlr 


J 
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bourto be troubled, x tratal 
to take paine, they laugh and 
 arebeaten, thou faineſt to ſtap 
vs,to make vs fal thou ledelt, 
to pull away trait again,thou 
honozelſt vs.to defame vs,and 
— co2rectelt without mercy.  .. -; 
Farewell wozlde,thou flai- 
dereft them that are in credite, 
and doeſt auauce the mfamed; 
thou letteſt Þ traitozs paſle fre, 
and putteſt truc menne to their 
ratifumes, thou perſecuteſt the 
peaceable,and fauozelt the (edt 
ctous., thou robbelt the pooze 
x geueſt to the riche,deliuereſt 
th: malitious,and condenneſt 
innocctes, acueſt licence tode- 
parte tothe wiſe, and retaineſt 
fooles:and to be ſhoz t. the moſt 
part v6 what they vt butnot 


what they ſhould, 
| Farewell 
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 Farcwel wozlde, fozaſmuche 
as in thy palaiceno manne 1s 
called by-hts right name, foz 
why : they call the raſhe vali- 
aunt:the pzoude, colde harted; 
the uimpoztune, diliget:the lad, 
peaccable:the pdigal, magni? 
. fical;the couetous a good Huſ- 
- band:the babler,cloquent : the 
igqno2aunt, a litle ſpeaker : the 
waton, amozous:the quiet ma, 


ticr : the tyzaunt, noble. And 
thus thou ode. callclt the 
counterfeat.the true ſubſtauce, 
and the trueth,the counterfeat. 
Farewel wo:lde,fo2 thou de- 
cctueſt all that be in thee : p2o- 
miſpng to the ambictous, ho- 
no29:to the gredy.to come fo2- 
warde: to wn bzokctrs, ofiices : 
wor couetous, tiches:tto the 


a foole: the fozbearer, a cour- 
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mnuttous;bakettes : to the ene- 
mics vengeance : to the thefes, 
ſecretnes:to the victous. reſt: to 
the pong, tyme:and to al thing 

that 1s falſe.allurauncc, 
Farcwell wozlde, foz in thy 
houſe fidclitie 1s never kepte, 
no2 truth maintained:and allo 
we may lee in thy houſe , one 
glad.and another afrayd:lome 
oucrcharged : lome out of the 
right way:{ome voyde of coms 
fort.dcſperate.lad.heauy,oucr- 
burdened and charged, # mo2e 
then loſt. and lometyme bothe, 
Farewcll wozlde,fozalinuch 
as tn thy copany,he that wenes 
hiunſelfe moſte aſſured, is moſt 
bncertain.and he that folowes 
thee, goeth out of the way:and 
he Þ (erucs thee, 1s cul payed: 
and he that loucs thce. 1s cull 
entreatcd 

1 . 
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The Lourfiers life. =} 
entreated : the that'coutentes 
thee.contentcch an enil maſter: 
and he that hauntcth thee.is a- 
buſcd, | 

Farewell wozldc.fozaſinuch 
4s thou haſt luche miſhap.that 
[cruices bone and ptclentes of- 
fered to thee, pzofite nothyng, 


no2 the Iyes that is tolde thee, 


no2 the bakettes made to thee: 
102 the faythfulnes we gee to 
thec : no2 the loue we beare to 
thee, 

Farewell wozlde.fozaſmuch 
as thou decctuelſt al, backbiteit 
all.x laaderclt al.chaſticeſt al, 
th:etteſt vs al:achiueſt all,and 
tn the ende fo2getteſt all. 

' Farewell wozlde , athens in 
thy company al men complain, 
all crye out,all wepe,x all men 


dye iupng. PAIR 
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Fatewell wozlde, ſpthens bp 
thee we hate eche one the othcr 
tothe death: To ſpeake till we 
- bye;to loue,till we diſpaire : to 
cate, till weſpue:to drinke, till 
we bc d20ken:to vie bzokage to 
robbery:xto lpnnec.till wedyc, 

Farewell wozld.fot bepng in 
the, we fo2get our infacy,x our 
grene age, with aut experience: 
our youth,tn vices:our mtddle 
agein turmotiyng # bulpnes: 
our olde age tin lamctacions, # 
all our tpme cotutcd together in 
batne hopes, 

Farcwell wozlde, for in thy 
ſchoole we arc led til Þ heere be 
white:the eyes blered:the cares 
deat: the noſtrels dzoppyng : þ 
fozchead wiinkled:p fete gou- 
tie:the rapnes full of grauel : Þ 
ſtomacke ful of euithumours: 


the 


The Lourflers life, 3 
the head full of * the 
body ful of tozow, x the mynde 
full of paſſions. 

Farewell wozldc.fo2 none of 
thy loucrs conc to goed pfite, 
witnefſe thoſe that daily we ſce, 
arc not talſc knaucs marked in 
the face: theues hanged? man- 
quellers headed? robbers by þ 
bye wapyes, ſcette Þpon wheles? 
herintkes bzcat ? falſe money 
inakers botled; killers of there 
parctes,to:ne tm pieces, x other 
diucrs punſhementes of ſuche 
as are great in fauo2 t thee: 

Farewcl! wozlde, kgzalmuch 
as thy ſeruatites hatie no moze 
paltpme,but to trot by the ſtre« 
tes, to mocke one another: to 
{cke out wencheszto lcnde p2e- . 
lentes:to beguile pong girlcs; 
wuate amozous letters: tpcake 
G2: 0.V, to 
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to bawdes:play at Þ diſe:plede 
agatnit therr netghbour : tell 
newes: intent lycs, and ſtudye 
newe vices. 

Farewell wozlde. foz in thy 
palatice none will do good to 
other:to2 the Boare ftghtes a- 
gaiult the Zyon:the Uniconc 
agauilt the Cocodul:the Egle 
again pÞ Uultur:the Elephat 
againt; pMpnotaure:theDa- 
ce gainift the Kyte:the maſtpk,, 
agaimlt tye Buil: One man a- 
gait another, and al together 
againlt death. 

Farewell wozlde, becauie þ 
hait nothing.but to our rume: 
Fo: often the yerth openeth a* 
tozc our feete;p water dzounes 
vs: the fycr burnesvs:the ayer 
miſtempers vs ; the XOpnter 
doth kyll vs : the Domer doth 

| chafe 


<afe vs.thedogges pte 
vs:the Cattes doeth-ſcrat vs: 


the Derpetcs doth popſon vs: 


the Flyes doeth picke vs : the 
Flees doeth cat v5:+ aboue al, 
wotldely bultnes deyours vs? 

Farewell wozlde, ſcyng no 
inan can paſſe thy dointnon n 
ſuertte, fo2 in eucry pathe we 


. fpnde ſtoones to ſtumble at: 


budges that bzckes vnder vs: 
Snowe that letteth vs: Mori- 
taines that werye bs ;: Thun- 
dcts that feares vs : Theues 
that robbe vs: Encoiters that 
hurtes vs, & etil foxtune that 
killes vs, 
Farewell! wozlde, fozaſmuch 
as1n thy countrcy there 1s \1tie 
health: foz ſome be lippcrs.and 
ſome haue the French pcckes: 


nzide Canker, and ſome the 


goute 
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divinity ſoine haue the foule 
or and ſome the Sciacica , and 
ſome the ſtone,and lone Quo- 
cidian feuers: (ome wanderyng 
feucrs, ſome tercian & quarten 
feuers:\paſmcs,paullics, x the 
moſte parte (tcke of faire folly, 

. Farcwel wozldec,fozaſinuche 
as there 1s not a manne im thy 
houſe but he 15 notedwith fome 
defaute in his perſon: Foz if 
thcre be any talle man, the reſt 
is lybberltke. {fk he hauca 
fap2c face, hts tyc ſhall be too 
blacke:Ffhehaue a good fo2e- 
hed,it ſhalbe wainkeled: Jt he 
hauc a wclfaub2ed mouthe, he 
ſhall lacke tecthe; Tf hehaue 
faire hades, he (hal lacke faire 
heer, Ind if he Haue faire hecr, 
he ſhall hane a foule ſkynne, 
Farewel wozlde, fozaſmuch 
; As 


The Lourteers life. 
as the tnhabitatites tuthee 
ſo variable of maners and c0- 
dictons, that ſome will folowe 
the court, foine wil (ayle on the 
(ca;:and4f one would be a mar- 
chaunt.the other will be a huſz 
bandman : Ff the one will be a 
hter,the other will be a fiſher; 
If one wil gouerne a Yonar- 
chp, þ other vnder pzetece of þ, 
will pyll 4pollÞpoote people, 
Farewell wozlde;fozaſmuche 
as.in thy Houſe there are none 


that pzepare themſelfes to lite, 
and mucheleſle to dye: Ind yet 


weſee ſome dtc yong,and ſome 
in middle age, ſome in old age, 
ſome dye by hagyng,and ſome 
by dzounyng:(ome dye fo2 hit- 
ger, # ſome in eatyng,flepyng, 
and reſtyng, and foine oz they 


beware, and foz the moſt parte 
C2 
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02 thep4oke fo2 death. 
Farcwell wozlde,tozalmuch 
as we can neither knowe thy 
diſpolicton no2 condicion:Fox 
if one be wile,another 1s a fole: 
Ff one be fyne, another is of a 
groſle witte:Jfone be valiant, 
another 1s a coward: Tf one be 
geuen to peace, another ts ledt- 
cious:And if one be ofa gentle 
[pittt,another 1s very frow8ard, 
Farewell wozlde,ſeyng no- 
man can liuc with thee; fox 4k a 
11an cate to Iptle.he becemmes 
twcake :1t to muche, he wareth 
([icke:1fa man labour, ſtratte 
hc 15 wery : if He beidle, he lt» 
ucth bcttlp:if He aeue little. he 1s 
called a mgarde : if he geue 
muche, he1ts called pzodigal:if 
a m3 vilite hrs fredes often , he 
418 callcd tmpoztune ; if.to le 
| | dome _ 


LE 


The Lonetiers tif, 
dome, full of diſdaine: 
ſuifre wzong, he 1s calle = 
hearted ; Andifhe do reuenge 
then is he wilful} : Ff hc + 
frendes, hc 1s pzaiſed ; Jfene- 
mies.he 1s purſued: if one tary 
to long tn @ place, he waxcth 
werp:and it he chaunge to oft, 
hets grudged at . Finally, J 
fay,.that \uche thynges as dil(- 
pleaſe; me, 4 am foxced to fo= 
lowe,ard that which Þ would, 
7 cannot come by. 
© wozlde” vncleane, J con- 
turc thee thou filthy woilde. El 
pzay.D thou wozlde, p2otelt 
ſed thee thou woz1de, that 
Jv. neuer haue part tn me,foz 
no: deſire nothyng 
a is in thee, Fetther opc of 
any thyng in thee, foz Þ haue 
determined 


my ſelf that 
with my boi 
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pofui LLNCM CUTIS, lpes, er fortit- 
na valete, {| hauye tnhed 
wozld!p cares, tizertore 
Uepe end fortune - 
eſt 0 ct | 
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